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The Ashes . of Neta.11 Subhash Chandra Bose 

I spoke again to PM about this, pointing out 
that the last surviving General was aging and could 
die any moment* While it had not been possible for 
India to accept the ashes, would not some Party use 
the possible loss of the ashes, after the death of 
the present guardian, to attack the Government? 

2. PM said that he had not realised the urgency 
of the matter. 0 We'" would talk with others concerned> 
such as Chitti 3abu of the Forward Bloc, and see 
whether the ashes could be accepted and preserved, 
say, in the National Museum, without a commitment 

on the part of Government that they accepted the 
ashes as those of Netaji Bose, as suggested in my 
letter and in Aran discussion with PM* 

3. Initially, FM had mentioned the possibility 

of a private Museum in Japan looking after the ashes. 
I said I did not know whether this would be possible 
but would enquire. While this will be done after I 
return to Tokyo, in subsequent discussion^ the 
decision was taken as in para 2 of this Note* 
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of India, Tokyo 
27,11.81 
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Ministry of E> |i e , n . 

Did we know, and do we have ^anything on 
record, to show that the ashes have not been accepted 
by the Bose family. 


Sd/- x x 
(K.P.S. Menon) 
Ambassador 

Min/ (P) 

FS(P&I) 


The first Commission of Inquiry into the 
disappearance of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, commonly 
known as Shah Nawaz Khan Committee, which was set up in 
1956* included among the members, Shri Suresh Chandra 
Bose, elder brother of Netaji, At the time of submitting 
this report, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose submitted a 
dissenting note stating that there had been no plane 
crash involving Netaji's death. We have no information 
available with us regarding the reaction of other 
members of Netaji's family, 

2, Though the government accepted the majority 

report by the first commission, but due to pressure it 
again instituted a one-man commission by G,D.Khosla, 
whose report was submitted to the Government in 1974. 

Like the previous commission this one also submitted its 
report stating that Bose was killed in an air crash 
and that "the wooden basket lodged in Renkoji Temple 
in Tokyo contains Bose's ashes." The government 
accepted the findings of this Commission, We have no 
information as to whether Bose* family has accepted 
this finding or not. 

For information, 

Sd/- 

(T. Cherpoot) 

Minister (Pol,) 

17/5 

Ambassador 


Seen, thanks, 

Sd/- 

(K.P.S.Menon) 

24,5,82 


Signed, 

(T, Cherpoot) 

24.5*82 

F.S.(P) 
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,RUM KUN1AS CHf> 

#FKT (^ -'U., 

Joint Secretary IUN ' ' 

- f^cst SSS.^S^L 

Ref# Ambassador ,: fl : ‘'query v fdid 'Minister's 

remarks . 


There is just one thing that may be relevant 
to Mr. Nair's statement. I am not quite sure 
whether I would agree with him that the Japanese 
Foreign Ministry has its doubts about the ashes. 

I recall that during the then Foreign Minister, 

Shri Vajpayee's visit to Japan in 1978, it was the 
Gaimusho which had suggested to the Embassy that 
our Foreign Minister should pay a visit to Renkoji 
Temple. What exactly does Mr. Nair mean when he 
says that "this is well known in Delhi" concerning 
Netaji Bose family not accepting the ashes as 
genuine 1 ^ What circles is he talking about ? It is 
also incorrect to say that on no occasion have the 
Japanese authorities themselves asked us to accept 
the ashes. General Fujiwara on most occasions, 
accompanied by an officer of the Japanese Embassy 
and having been briefed beforehand by the Japanese 
Ambassador in New Delhi, has put forward this 
request. Although this does not amount to a direct 
Japanese Government request (if 'authority is meant 

as ''f’.ftvsrnmpnt' in nara L irahas.aartftrlR 1 p+.+ ptO . 


as Government^ in para 4 of Ambassador's letter), 
the ashes themselves are not in possession of the 
Japanese Government. 


In fact, why not let the matter be settled 
between Netaji Bose's family and Renkoji Temple. This 
might be a preposterous suggestion but if Netaji* s 
family does not wish to negotiate, then it could be 
clear to our Government and the public could be 
told that the family itself is not interested in 
the return of the ashes. Meanwhile perhaps Government 
should continue paying the cost of maintenance to 
the Temple jUSi a. ? 

£3 JV ykw n* — "*ry*.*tt**~±* 




( &.J’ . /Khergamvala) 
First^epretary (Pol-Inf) 
26.5.82 


Mjn^at^r (P) 
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Joint Socffetufy (CNV) # \ 

Ministry of external Affairs 

On 23rd August, the Nt tmde'S'signed had 
represented the Embassy at the of the death 
anniversary of Netaji held at Renkoji Temple 
under the auspices of the Netaji Subhash Bose 
Academy. The Chairman of this Academy is * 
retired general, Katakura and the Secretary is 
Mr. Hayashi. 

2. Among the people present on that 
occasion, besides Gen. Katakura who, as colonel 
in the Japanese army, was the overall commander 
of forces operating in Burma under which the 
Hikari Kan operated, were Gen. Fujiwara, who was 
an associate of Capt . Mohan Singh and has been 
going to North-East India to collect the remains 
of Japanese soldiers, and Gen. Ari-Sue who was at 
the General Headquarters in Tokyo during the war 
and had issued the orders ^ bringing Netaji from 
Germany to Japan. Others present were largely 
people who had formed the Hikari Kan which was 
apparently a group working with Netaji composed 
of Japanese civilian and military personnel . 

3. In the conversation on the occasion, 
the major thrust of almost all the people was 
towards convincing the INdian Government to agree 
to accept the ashes of Netaji kept in that Temple 
as this group felt it was growing too old and 

after their passing away, the ashes may be untenanted 
Gen. Katakura referred to his meeting with the 
Ambassador to reiterate this wish in his short 
speech on that occasion. 

4. The ceremony itself was brief and like 
the death anniversary of any Buddhist at a temple, 
it was followed by tea and snacks at which 

Mr. Inagaki , who is a Deputy Editor of the Shukan 
Asahi {Asahi Weekly) was introduced as the person 
with whom the Academy members have agreed to 
cooperate in bringing out a book on Netaji which 
would be published before August 23 next year. 
Interestingly, no bones were made about expressing 
the Academy's suspicions of anybody connected with 
Asahi Shimbun, which is regarded as the left wing, 
but after much thought, they appeared to have 
reconciled themselves to working with Mr. Inagaki 
who belongs to that group of newspapers. 

5. It was politely conveyed to me that 
though invited every year, the Embassy had not been 
represented at the death anniversary on August 23 
on a regular basis. Further, the practice of the 
Embassy,, contributing a boiquet on the occasion, which 
was the practice till the late 70s, has been 
discontinued . 
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Ambassador may like to see. 
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In connection with the possibility of 
Prime Minister visiting the Renkoji Temple during 
his visit to Japan, I mat Mr. Hayashi of the Netaji 
Academy today. Gen. Katakura was unfortunately out 
of Tokyo and I broached the subject of the Prime 
Minister possibly visiting Renkoji and the kind of 
event which the Netaji Academy have in its mind if 
that visit was to occur. Mr. Hayashi clarified that 
there would be no big event with 5 or 6 members of 
the Academy present to receive the Prime Minister.. 

He did mention that their Chairman may mention thelr^ 
strong desire to send the ashes to India. As 
discussed with Ambassador and D.C.M., the undersigned 
reiterated the fact that while the Japanese' reverence 
of the a|iV es was understood by us, that was one of the 
many factors we had to take into account before deciding 
upon the issue. As we are already in the know of the 
Academy's wishes and the Prime Minister would possibly 
be following the tradition in visiting the Renkoji, 
we would not want any embarrassment to be caused to 
him during that visit. Mr. Hayashi, without any 
further prodding, promptly welcomed the possibility 
of Prime Minister's visit and promised that he would 
speak to Gen. Katakura and ensure that no request 
for accepting the ashes would be made if the Prime 
Minister were to visit. He also expressed understanding 
of the complex nature ofSW-Ssue from the Indian point of 
view. 
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Ambassador maylike to see. 
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FROM : IMOEMBASSY TOKYO 

TO : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

OSD (EA> FROM 

REFYRTLX A-425 OF 19TH JUNE REGARDING 
MEMORIALS TO AZAQ HIND FAUJ STOP THERE IS NO REPEAT NO MEMORIAL 
rO'H'HE AZAD HIND FAUJ AS SUCH IN JAPAN STOP HOWEVER 
AS YOU KNOW THERE IS A BUST OF NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA 
BOSE 'AT RENKOJI itMPLE HERE WHERE HIS ASHES ARE BEING 
KEPT STOP EMBASSY IS IN TOUCH WITH THE TEMPLE AND BOTH 
ASHES AND THE MEMORAIAL BUST ARE PROPERLY MAINTAINED STOP 



/-v INDEMBA5SY TOKYO 
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A-4 25 T 0 A-4 27 ( T EXT I S S A M E? N E! ' D ELI 'I 1 «Q 1 9191* 

INCOMING TELEX 

E TAT P TY C RASH C RASH C RASH 
F ROI tf - F ORE I GN N EH D ELHI 
A-4 25 H I COMIND S INGAPORE 
A-4 26 H I COMI NS K UALA L UMPUR 
0 HC F ROM 0 SO ( E A) 

A-4 27 I HDEf jBASSY T OKYO 

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES HAVE 
ASKED THIS MINISTRY TO ENSURE THAT MEMORIALS T 0 T HE A ZAD HIND 
FAUJ ARE BEING PROPERLY MAINTAINED AND THAT OUR MISSIONS ARE 
LOOKING AFTER. THIS ASPECT./ 

L 1ST OF COUfJTR IES WHERE SUCH MEMORIALS ARE BEING 
MAINTAINED I S NOT I IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE. GRATEFUL I F Y nij COULD 
CONFIRM WHETHER SUCH A M EM OR I AL/M EM OR I ALS E XXISTS I N 
C 0 UNTRY 0 F YOUR A CORED I TAT I ON: I F S 0 P LEASE LETUS K NOW I F 
M -I SSI ON I S LOOKING AFTER MAINTENANCE OF THESE MEMORIALS. 

GRATEFUL F OR A S DETAILED INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE BY 
RETURN TELEX AS I MPLE MENTATION OF A PARLIAMENTARY ASSURANCE r^N 
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SECRET 

iff fefr-U 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 



SMT. PRIMROSE R. SAHRMA 
DIRECTOR (JKM) 







April 29, 1991. 



The Ministry of Home Affairs had prepared 

a note for the Cabinet Committee on Political 
Affairs on the dispute regarding the Ashes of 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and the controversy 
as to whether Netaji is dead or still alive. 
The note incorporated the views of the Ministry 
of External Affairs. 

2. We have been informed by the MHA that the 

CCPA met on 27-2-91 and examined the issue. 
It also approved the proposal contained In para 

11 of the note thereof. An extract of the note 
which we have just received is enclosed for 
your information please. P 



Yours sincerely, 



!ncl : As above 

Shri Shivshankar ’.tenon, 
Deputy Chief of Mission, 
Embassy of India, 

TOKYO . 


EXTRACTS OF PARA 11 OF THE NOTE FOR CCPA » 



SECRET 


11. The Issue of Netaji's death and bringing of ashes 


to India is surcharged with emotion- We have already 
had two enquiries on the disappearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. It has already been accepted that Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose died in the air crash on the 18th 
August, 1945 at Taihoku. The Ministry of Home Affairs 


are, therefore, of the view that no u seful purpose wou^ d 
be served by holding yet another inquiry or by bringing 



the ashes back to India at present as this might create 
unnecessary tensions. 




i 
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■htct TH^Fmr, 

Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886INDEMB j 
Phone: 03 (262) 2391 
Fax: 03(234)4866 


-FAX MESSAGE 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


To : 


Foreign New Delhi 


Attention : Smt . P.R. Sharma, Director (JKM) 

Fax No.: 0019111 301 0700 

Message No: "TflK. ^ £^1" c \ 0 

October 11, 1990 

Dated : 


From: 


S. Menon, Deputy Ch ief of Mission 


Repeated to: 


No. of pages ■*- 

(including this page ) / ' 




and 1983 


MESSAGE 

Your telex A-230 of 9th October, 1990, seeking 
material on requests that we accept the return of the 
ashes of Netaji. Am enclosing with this fax copies of 
written requests that were received by the Embassy and 
the then EAM in 1982.' / -Since then, the request has been / 1 L- a, 
repeated to us verbally/ on every available occasion, LWwAJ^r 

particularly at the annual ceremonies at the Renkoji wvvfcvv/ 

Temple in Aguust . Notes regarding our participation ' 

at these ceremonies in previous years aiffe also enclosed. 


(S. 

Deputy Chief 



non ) 

of Mission 


Cof^i oJf,c texd lyj 


) 


w 


¥ 





To: His Exellency, Shri *P, V . Narashinha Rao 

The Minister for External Affairs* 

Government of India 

From: Netaji, Subhas Chandra Dose Academy 
Tokyo, Japan 

A 

Subject: The Repatriation of the Ashes of Late Netaji 

Subhas Chandra Dose Id India, enshrined in 
Renkoji (Buddist Temple), Tokyo 

,1K Sir ' 

The Remains of the Late Subhas Chandra Bose is at present, as you 
know well, kept enshrined in Renkoji Temple, Nakano, Tokyo, 

We shall be much obliged if you could repatriate the remains of the 
Late Subhas Chandra hose to India at your convenience* 

Since August l8th 1945* when Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose passed away 
owing to an air crash at Taipei Air Port, 37 years have passed and September 
lOth 1946 , the remains and the Ashes of Netaji was brought and enshrined in 
Renkoji, Nakano, Tokyo* Thereafter about, 10 years after all those who were 
^concerned with Netaji used to gather and offer prayers every year on the death 
anniversary day the August iBth 

In May 195&, Netaji 's fact finding team headed by Gen. Shah Nawaz Khan visited 
Tokyo and further more, Prime Minister of India, the Late Pandit J. Nehru also 

^visited Renkfiji in October 1957- Preceding to that more interest has been 

intesified by various circle of Japanese people and on 23rd January 1948, the 

Netaji's Birthday anniversary, our Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Accademy was 

organised headed by Mr, Keizo Shlbusavra, 

Since then this Academy used to observed Netaji 1 s birhtday party on 23rd 

January and Death Anniversary on iCth August every year* 

Thirty years have passed since the first president of the Academy and to 

Mcc . Emori who died 3 years ago and the present president Gen, Katakura all 

have the same intention of sending back the Ashes of Netaji to India, Especially 

this year in January 1982, when Gen. Iwaichi Fujiwara visited India he met and 

discussed this subject with your Excellency, submitting Aide Me moire, copy of 

which is enclosed herewith. This gave us the opportunity of writting this letter 

for which we appreciate your cooperation. 

Now, the problem is thtit the member of the Academy who respected and 

honoured Netaji are getting old, moreover, the High Priest of Renkoji, who was 

a greal admirer of Netajci, died and his son has taken over the Temple and needs 




?l'r 



Pa/K 


a ^change over, so we f::c< the responsibility and for the sake of goodwill and 
friendship we request you the Ashes of N e La j 1 should be returned to I rid i ^ at 
your car] lest convenient time. 

Hoping U-at this request should be drawing your due attention and reaction. 

Yours respectin' ly r 



TADASlJi KAMAKURA 


President 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Hose A cad cm 

Tokyo. 




* 


it 



PETIT ION 


To: The Hon.Shri F. V .Narashenha Rao 

Minister for External Affairs 
Government of India 


From: Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Academy 
Tokyo, Japan 


Subject: 


Petition for the Return of the Ashes of Late Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose to India, 


Sir r 

Herewith our petition regarding the return of the Ashes of 
Late Subhas Chandra Bose which is at present enshrined in 
Renkoji Temple, Nakano, Tokyo. 

We shall be much obliged if you could grant us the per- 
mission to send back the Ashes of Late Subhas Chabdra Bose 
India at your earliest convenience. 

August 18th, 1945 when Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died in 
an air crash at Taipei air port, 37 years have passed since 
then, on September 18th, 194& the remains and the Ashes of 
^ ^Staji was brought and enshrined in Renkoji Temple, Nakano, 

Tokyo, Then about 10 years after all those who were concerned 
with Netaji gathered and offered prayers on the death anniver- 
sary day the 18th August, 

May, 1956 Netaji T s death investigating team headed by 
Mr. Shah Nawas Khan arrived in Tokyo and again Prime Minister 
of India Late Pandit Nehru visited Renkoji Temple on October 
1957. Since then high interest were taken by various people 
and on January 23rd , 1948 Netaji f s Birthday Anniversary Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose^ Academy was established headed by Mr. 

K^iso Shibusava. 




Since then this Academy observed Netaji's birthday party 
on 23rd January and Death Anniversary on 18th August every 
year . 

Thirty years have passed since the first president .of the 
Academy and to Mrs. Emori who died 3 years ago and the present 
president Gen. Katakura all have the same intention of return- 
ing back the Ashes of Netaji to India. Especially, this year 
in January 1982 when Gen Iwaichi Fujiwara visited India he met 
and discussed with your Excellency, and has submitted Aide 
Memo, a copy enclosed herewith. This gave us the opportunity 
of writing this letter, for which we appreciate your cooperation. 

Now, the problem is that the members of the Academy who 
respected and honoured Netaji are getting old, moreover, the 
High Priest of Renkojim who was a great admirer of Netaji, died 
and his son have taken over the Temple and needs a change over, so 
we request responsibility and for the sake of goodwill and 
friendship we request the Ashes of Netaji should be returned to 
India at the earliest possible moment. 

Hoping that this request should be graned. 


lours respectfully 



Tadashi Katakura 
President 

Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose Academy 


NfcTA j • 3UB11AS CHANDRA 


BOSE ACADEMY 





TOKYO,. JAPAN 



M. II AYASHI 

3000, NO BOR I TO, TAMA-KU, 
KAWASAKI-SIB, JAPAN. 


Embassey of India 
2-11, Kudan Minaml 
2 -Chome , Chlyoda-Ku ,^Tokyo 


MAY. ‘ 3 1982 


His Excellency, rtr.K.F. S.EJenon 
Ambassador Extraordinary Plenipotentiary 
of India. 


Your Excellency, 

Enclosed herewi th copies of letter and a petij^m submitted 
to the Ministry of External Affair Shri F. V.IJarasimha Kao of India 
throught Foreign Ministry of Japan regarding the Ashes and remains 
of NetaJI Subhas Chandra Bose at Renkoji Temple .Tokyo, 

We request your Excellency to support and recommend 

this petition. 

Thanking you in an anticipation. 


We remain, sir 
Yours sincerely, 



Tadashi Tatakura 
President, 


Netaji 3. C, Bose Academy 
Tokyo. 



FUJIWARA A 



Tot^J *ll Ocj jH * 

RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
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TOKYO, July 3j. 198* 

RKK. 

H.E. President liumi Zan Ihnpn f 
Presidential Resilience 
neinx ( luDi A 

My Most Respectful President Zail iUngh, 

I have the honour to express my heartfelt congratulation 
on Your Excel lency * s nmt t grimon l to Urn office of presidency 

of Great India accompanied by my humble prayer for successful 
fulfillment of the great ufflc e in good health and spirit throu- 
out the term of service. 

1 recall with profound gratitude of Your Excellency’s 
warm welcome; given jny wife mid me in Kelt, *7^ during our visits 
to Ch^udigar an its Ztiate ^ inuls, nhut of January this year when 
Yuur Excellency were good enough to spare your valuable time for 
me in Delhi and listen to my petition concerning the proposed 
erection of Indo-Japnn joint memorial lower In lmphsb in honour 
of the brave fallen soldiers. 

Thin matter wan also brought out by our Foreign Minister 
Sakursuchi to your Minister of External Affairs IKK* ThrL V, TK 
-^Rao during his official visit to thin country a few weeks hack 
to which the Minister graciously promised to give its serious • 
consideration. It was televised nationwide justly filling from , 
the very nature of things the hearts of our people with deep emotion. 

It is my firm conviction that the matter above-mentioned 
/ ^ s together with n desirable home-coming of Netaji's remains to his 
beloved soil not only would prove to be the source of a permanent 
amity and cooperations between our two nations but also of the prayer 
for peace in Asia, 

ouch -being the case, l humbly beseech Your Excellency to 
use your good offices towards realization of the above 2 proposals 
particularly as ’these are wishes of our government and the people. 
Incidental Jy , Prime Mi niff ter Gandhi is expected here very soon. I 
am sure the summit conference with our leader will result in cemen- 
ting the friendly relations furthermore. 

V * • f 

’ f % ■ 

In conclusion, J beg Your Excellency to accept my sincere 
wishes for prosperity of India and for your good health. 


I remain Your Excellency's 


Sincere iy, ^ 

sA gs 


i 

Lt-Gcn . iKjnichi^ruji warn . II td . 


FUJIWARA y\SIA RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
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H.E, Shri P. Nnrashirfiha Rao 
The Minister of External Affairs 
Delhi, India- 


TOKYO. July “SI, 198? 
REF. 


Dear Excellency The Minister Kao, 


I felt it a great honour to receive your kind letter and 
I can't thank you enough for your kind thought towards me. 


During your visit to this country n few weeks ago, I 
earnestly hoped to pay my respect to you personally but your hard 
schedule regretnbly denied me of the chpnce and the honour to be 
in your presence. 


However, I was very pleased to nee you in tne Foreign 
Ministers* conference televised nationwide and to learn that the 
meeting proved to be very friendly and successful one. I also 
learnt tnat our Foreign Minister Snktmmchl beseecned your kind 
cooperation in connection witn tne proposed erection of Indo-Japan 
joint memorial tower in Imphal for brave fallen soldiers tu wmcn 
you graciously prom inert to give it a serious consideration. 


I firmly beiieve that. int 1 matter Munitioned above coupled 
witn tne matter of Notaji's rental mi win eventually prove to be 
the source of permanent amity ami cooperations between our two < 
countries. 


liucn being the case, i humbly beg ut you to use y^ur good 
offices for realization ol me nuovo 2 proposals particularly as 
tnese are the wishes of our government ana tne people. 


Lastly f you will please accept my sincere wishes and 
prayer iur your goon nealth. 


T remain, four Excellency's 
si nccrrly , 




ra. 







. JOYCHANDRA SINGH 


°l I o4 / ^ 


Phone No 


20147 (o) 
20471 (r) 
21538 (o) 
21494 (o) 


prajatantra IMPHALi 

MAN 1 PUR, INDIA, 

Imphal 2 Nov 1987 


Dear Shri Shyam Saran, 

Would you kindly recall our discussion about 
the remains of Netaji on 13 Oct 1987 at your Office, 

I have been trying to help the Government of 
India to solve the problem of Netaji's remains as per 
letter No I665-EAM/84 dated 21 June, 1987 of Shri P.V, 
Narasimha Rao, then the Minister for External Affiars 
of India ( Photo copy is enclosed herewith for easy 
reference). I have discussed this matter with Shrimati 
Indira Gandhi when she was alive. I have been one of her 
advisors in her emergency cases. 




I met Shri Sheel Bhadra Yajee, President cf 
All India freedom fighters Organisation who and his 
organisation is requesting to the Government of India 
bringing back of Netaji's remains to India. 

I also met Dr Sisir Bose, nephew of Netaji a 
Calcutta and my house at Imphal several times. I have p.lso 
met Col D^illon, Col Sagal etc.- Dr Sisir Bose has agreed 
to me to bring the remains of Netaji to India, but Mr 
Samar Guha and some other forward Block leaders are 
reported to have objected in bringing the remains of 
Netaji to India stating that » Netaji did not die at 
Taiphei Plane crash and he is still alive " However tthere 
is no documentary evidence. 

r**:: ’ \ , r ^|> 

Meanwhile, I have received a letter from some 
very responsible Japanese friends who are guarding the, 
remains of Netaji at Benkoji Temple in Tokyo for the last 
42 years saying that they want to send it back to India. 


P.T.O. 


■rrH 


JOYCHANDRA SINGH 
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Phone No 


I 


20147 (o) 
20471 (r) 
21538 (o) 
21494 (O) 


PRAJATANTRA 1MPHAL, 
MANIPUR, tNDlA, 



A" 

fE' 




■K 





I have discussed this matter with Dr Sisir Bose 
at Calcutta, he has agreed that if Japanese are unable to 
keep the remains of Netaji in Renkoji Temple, it is better 
to keep it in a room of Indian Bnbassy till the controversy 
is over. Those Japanese leaders who expressed their desire 
to settle the problem refused to write letters to the Govt, 
of India and Bnbassy of India in Tokyo saying that " it is 
very delicate matter n but expressed their strong desire 
to remove it from Benkoji Temple, The reason behind it as 
explained to me is that Lt, General T. Katakura who is 
looking after the remains is 90 years old. He is only living 
General of II World War and after him^t-feer-e^. they said 
there is nobody to look after the remains of Netaji. I met 
mr T, Nakai who is very old expressed the same view. They 
i told me repeatedly to take up this matter with the Govt, o 
India and Indian Bnbassy in Tokyo, This is the reason why 
I am writing this letter to you, 

I shall be very grateful, if you kindly communi- 
cate about your observation in this, matter. 

After hearing from you, I want to take up this 
matter with Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi who is kind 
enough to responed many importent matters to me. 

With kind regards, 




\ l^ours sincerely , 

(LJ JOYCHANDRA SINGH) 

Shri Shyam Saran 

Minister & Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 
2-II ,2-CHOME, 

KHU DAN-MINAMI 
CHI YODA-KU , 

Tokyo 
JAPAN. 
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MR . Tati as hi Nakai , 

5-5-3 Koo;ji - machi, 
Chiyoda - Ku, 

Tokyo, 

Japan. 

iSIKp 1 :;; . ■ 

,, ■ ' 

Sear Mr* Tad as hi Nakai, 

11 
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20147 (o) 
Phone No 1 20471 (r) 
1 21538 (o) 
21494 (o) 


PR A J AT ANTRA IMPHAU, 
MANIPUR, INDIA, 


f H 
■ 


Imphal 9 December 1QP7* 


Thank you very much for your letter 1st December 1987 


I am very happy to know that a Japanese Group la planning 
to visit Manipur for remorial services. You may kindly consider 
that the group be a small group numbering bel/ow 10 members* I 
will give all possible assistance to your group when they arrive 
in Manipur . 

I-. ... 

I think Indian Embassy in Tokyo may consider for issue 


1 


J w . (Of j v l 

Inner line permit* The best season is between October to Ifarch 
every year* 

‘ - i ■ 

efr> I have noted the contents of your letter expressing the 

desire for return of the remains of Netaji Subas Chandra Bose 
Nf!v to India* 

«4 . I 1 , 

I am trying lqy level best and have taken up the matter 
with the Govt, of India* 

1 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely 


( L* JOYCHANDHA SINGH ) 


- - 





ACAiniilV 


- CHANDRU 



M. HAVAS HI 

3W0. NO COR! TO; TAMA-KU, 
KAWA5AKI-SHI, JAPAN. 

Dated April 1983- 



RE i AN APPEAL TO FORMER -OFFERS AND THE PEOPLE CONCERNED 

WITH IN A REGARDS THE ASHES AND REMAINS OF LATE NETAJI 
i SUBHAS CHRANDRA BOSE. Y ' (ID 

pU'rW H ^ 

fe 0 ry ^CvX 

Gentlemen, KucUix ■ ^ 

It has passed 38 years since Late Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died 
in an air crush at Taiwan Air Fort in l8th,day of August 194-5. 

We who knew Netajl have been observing his birthday January 23rd 
and his death anniversary August 18 th, every year and it is that we 
feel very sad and sorry to say that the ashes and renatims of this. 
Great Netajl Subhas Chandra Ease who was a supreme commander of INA 
and a leader of Provisional Government of Free India is still in 
RekoJ 1 Temple a.t Tokyo has not been returned to his Motherland up 



to how. 

We have contacted our Foreign Dept many a times and the answers were 
that the Indian Government has not yet recognized his death and that 
they cannot do anything but wait, and even the Indian Ambessy in Japan 
gave the sane answers. . 

However, that you must understand that longer we keep waiting, the 
people who knows, and respect Ne-.ajl gets lesser and lesser and at the 
end their will be nobody to pay respect his remains which we feel 
very sorry. 

Therefore, we appeal to our and his commarade3 the former officers 
and people concerned with INA to get the Hetajl’s Ashes, and' R’emmins 
back to India and may his ashes reit: In. peace in River Ganga. 


fours sincerely, 
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TELEFAX MESSAGE 


FROM: FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : INDEMBASSY TOKYO 


988 P01 


~Kv&© fcu^-eh) cW^ \i^loMvS' 
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CRASH CRASH CRASH 


'76/ctf /h/v 
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AMBASSADOR FROM DIRECTOR { EA) 


FAXED BELOW IS TEXT OF LETTER ADDRESSED TO 
PM BY COL. P.K. SAHGAL, CHAIRMAN , NETAJI RESEARCH 
BUREAU, CALCUTTA ( . ) 

2. YOU ARE WELL AWARE OF OUR STAND ON THIS 

SUBJECT {.) GOVERNSMENT HAVE RECEIVED FROM TIME TO TIME 
VARIOUS PROPOSALS CONCERNING THIS QUESTION?.), THERE 
IS AS YET NO CONSENSUS AMONG THE DIFFERING VIEWS HELD 
AT PRESENT ON THE SUBJECT(.) GOVERNMENT ARE OF THE 
VIEW THAT A CONSENSUS MUST BE DEVELOPED ON THIS 
SUBJECT IN ORDER TO ENABLE THE ASHES TO BE BROUGHT 
BACK TO INDI A { . ) EMBASSY MAY WISH TO REITERATE THIS 
POSITIONC . ) 

3, WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO TALK WITH YOU 

TELEPHONICALLY SINCE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON IN THIS 
REGARD BUT HAVE FAILED TO DO SO ( . ) HENCE THIS 

^ TELEFAX?.) RGDS ( . ) 


Qmt 


(Nirupama Rao ) 
Director { EA) 
17/8/1990 
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COL P, K. SAHGAL 
Chairman , rJetajl Research 
Bur a cm, 

CA 1 CUi I A 
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*** ' 1 « * 
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9th July, 


Dear Kir Prime Minister, 


r\ 


On of the I , N . A Jaw an s a*i*3 officers, 1 would 

li ke t o convey our ueartfelt qrat itucie to vim f ; n ■ . | h e k ind jimm c 

give n by y ou to t he__ Freed om Fig hte r de l ng,ajjb ! ; , .1 r ad. b.v S?;r) S Use} 
■^p Bhada r Yaj e e, wTi Tch m e t Vou on the 3 rd J uly to the e ffect ITi at ” 
Nekaji 1 s ashes’ would be brought to India wit ? ’ ! -‘H honour s" 

*“ In tTn’s connection I v/oul d like to bring to your kind 

notice that Subas Bose Academy, Tokyo have invited S hr i 
Sheel Bhadar Yajee, Dr Sislr Bose, Dr Col Laksbmi Sahgal, I and 
"i some others to be present at a ceremony to be held at the Renkoji 
i , /Temple in Tokyo on the 18th August to pay our homage to fietaji's 
\k‘ } Ashes. In this invitation they have pointedly mentioned that 'This 

would ’be our last ceremony'. Thi s c learly indicates that the -A aIibs ■ 
could NO longer be kept in their - p resent Resting Mace. 

/ 2 . — it - wwlETTiIKe sometime for. the government of India to 

make proper arrangements to bring the Ashes to India with doe 
? € due honour, thef ore interim arrangements have to me made to keep 

I them in Tokyo. Mr Sheel Bhadar Yajee, Dr Sis ir Gose and other 
>J f 7 H ^friends whom I have consulted concur with my view that Netaji's 
/ $Ashes should be kept with due honour in the Indian Embassy in 
'Hokyo till such time that they can be brought to India. 
i I sincerely hope that you will please accede to our 

request in this regard and issue necessary instructions to the Indian 
Ambassador in Tokyo. 

On t jie.U.StJi--jof-^gusLt-w£^-w.o u ld_JUJk£_ _LtL xarxy- th es e 
ashes ceremonously to Indian Embass y, 

— Ttil iff y“ friends - and I Would me most grateful if imm- 
ediate action is taken in the matter. * 

, • ftU fy£ , 

With kind regards. 


Yours Sincerely, 
") 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo . 


As desired by the Ambassador, I attended the 


memorial service; held at the Renkoji Temple for Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose’s ashes on Agust 18 '90. 


2. This was a special occasion for two reasons. Firstly, 


they unveiled a bust of Netaji in the temple premises. 
This bust is about 3 ft high mounted on a 5 ft pedestal. 
It is permanently placed near the entrance to the temple. 


The second reason was that this was the 45th 


anniversary of the death of Netaji and as such assumed some 
importance. 


4. There were a large number^ of Japanese guests present 


including many old timers who had been associated with Netaji 
during his stay in Japan. These included the President of the 
Academy General Katakura (94), General Asuno (95), Mr Okuda , 

Mr Hayashi who is the Secretary of the Academy and 
Mr Shimoda of the Kokusai Foto Company etc. 

5. A number of Indian guests were also present. They were 
Mr. Sheel Bhadra Yajee, Dr Sisir Bose, Col PK Sahgal, Mrs Lakshmi 
Sahgal , one Capt Dasam, Capt Yadav and Mrs Janaki (of the 

Rani Jhansi Brigade). Mrs Janaki has been a Member of 
Parliament and Minister in Malaysia. 

6. The person behind this celebrations is one 

Mrs Matsushima, whose mother was very closely associated with 
Netaji while he was in Japan. Mrs. Matsushima and one or two 
others fund these annual commemorative occasions and also 
met all expenses related to the bust as well as the presence 
of the Indian visitors this time. 


A number of speeches were given on the occasion by. 


7. 


both Japanese and Indians and in their private talks the 
elderly Japanese reiterated to me the need to return the 
ashes to India as there would be no one left to look after 
these in a few years. There was no indication that this was 
the last such commemorative ceremony. There was no pressure 
either from the Indians present to take the ashes back. They 
obviously understood the correct position. Mr Yajee did, 
however, emphasise to me the need for the Embassy to take* up 
strongly the matter of the return of the ashes so that it 
would form part of the decision making process in India. 

8. (\ Newspaper man from Hong Kongj Harvey Stockwin ( was also 

present. 



! (R. Mathur) 
Counsellor (Cons) 
^ 20 . 8 . 90/1 


A-2"0 N EWDELHI 9 0 0,91300 INCOMING TKLhi> 

MOSS IMMEDIATE 
4 0: I NDEMBASSY H OKYO 

D CM F ROM PRS HARMAr D IRECSfORC J KM) 

YOU ARE A WARE OF i HE D ISPUjTE REGARDING ASHES CF 
*NE;AJi SUBHASH CHANDRA DOSE, PM'S OFFICE REQUIRES ALL 
I NFORMA,; I ON REGARDING j HE ASHES OF N E-TAJ I WHICH ARE PRESENTLY 
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NEW DELHI 


September 7, 1990. 


Dear Shri Asrani, 

Kindly refer to your D.O. letter No,TOK/551 /1/81 , 
dated August 20, 1990. 



i 2, As desired, I met JS(EA) on September 4 (earlier 

\ A be was busy with the visit of the Chinese delegation) 

YA and JS(Estt. ) this morning (7.9.90) to discuss the two 

v subjects referred to in your D.O. letter of August 20. 


3. According to Shri Nambiar, unless a general consensus 
emerges in India about the true Identity of Netaji*s 


ashes, it may be difficult for the Government of India to 
take a decision on its repatriation due to political 
implications. He did not see any hope of such a consensus 
emerging in the near future. You may have already seen a 
news item in the Times of India dated September 3, a copy 
of which is enclosed for ready reference. Such controver- 
sial news items add to the doubts and detract the forma- 
tion of emergence of consensus on the issue. 

4. JS(Estt.) Informed that she was aware of the case 
and some relevant d ocuments have since been received from 
the Mission. I requested her to take personal interest 
in the matter as the case appeared to be genuine. As a 
typical establishment officer, she was, however, non- 
committal. 

5. As Raja may have already told you, there has been 

a change in my arrival schedule, which is now linked with 





snri Bajpai's visit to Tokyo. 


. Notes on the two subjects received along with your 
.0. letter are returned herewith. 






Shri A.G. Asrani, 
Ambassador, 
Embassy of India, 
TOKYO, 


above. 
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‘Fresh clue on 
Netaji’s death’ 


The Times of India News Service 
CALCUTTA, September 2: 

T HE controversy over the mys- 
tery of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose's death was revived here yes- 
terday when Mr Amiya Nath Bose, 
a nephew of Netaji, claimed that he 
had received fresh information 
that Netaji did not die in an air 
crash at Taihoku airport on Aughst 
18, but something very 

bad ad happened to him in 

1947. 

Mr Amiya Nath Bose, former 
i MP and former Indian ambassador 
’ to Burma, told newspersons that 
earlier this week a former Swedish 
diplomat, now involved in human 
rights movement in Europe, had 
told him over telephone from Gen- 
eva that he had some very bad 
news about Subhas Chandra Bose, 
dating back to 1947. 

However, the Swedish diplomat 
was not prepared to disclose any- 
thing more over the telephone and 
urged Mr Bose to fly to Europe as 
early as possible to help him in 
making further inquiries in the 
matter. 

Mr Bose revealed to news- 
persons that his father, late Mr 
Sarat Chandra Bose, had received 
information through diplomatic 
channels in 1949 that Netaji might 
have been executed in the Soviet 
Unipp^y Stalin or he had been 
s held ustody in a concentration 
camp. 

PATEL HELP SOUGHT : At 
1 that time Mr Sarat Chandra Bose 
? had tried to get to the truth with 
" i the help of Sardar Vallavbhai 
; Patel. A leller was sent to Dr. S. 

Radhakrishnan, the then Indian 
/ ambassador to Moscow, but, un- 
'* fortunately, no reply was received 
f from Dr. Radhakrishnan. 

Mr Bose said that since the 
Soviet president, Mr Mikhail 
Gorbachov, had recently admitted 
\ that the two Indian revolution- 
aries, Abani Mukherjee and Vir- 
endra Nath Chattopadhyay, had 
been liquidated by Stalin, he would 
request the government of India to 
urge Me Gorbachov unravel the 


mystery surrounding the last days,, - 
of Netaji in the Soviet Union. i no 

He said American intelligence t: 
reports clearly slated that there had ^ 
been no air crash at Taihoku air- 1 ™ 
port in Formosa in August, 1945- ■- 
and that Netaji was able to reach ^,1! 
safety his “pre-determ ined desti- 
nation" 1 , which, according to Mr 
Bose, was Manchuria, He pointed- 
out that Manchuria was occupied.^, 
by the Soviet Union from Japan 1 
after atom bombs were dropped on 7 —;* 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Mr Bose said that Colonel J 
Habibur Rahman of the INA, who v r 
was with Netaji while the latter was- <*>* 
escaping, admitted in Pakistan a/ 
few months before his death thatm*™ 
there had been no air crash 
Taihoku airport in August, 1945. 

All these new facts went to show^J™ 
that Subhas Chandra Bose had not 
died in air crash at Taihoku airport 
in 1945, Mr Bose asserted. 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


Subject:- The Return of Netaji's Ashes to india 

The ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are 
presently retained at the Renkoji Temple near Tokyo. 

These ashes have been at the Temple since 18th September 
1945/ soon after the air crash in which Netaji met his 
death . 

2 . There has been continuing public 

controversy in India on the question of the ashes with 
several groups and some collateral members of the Bose 
family denying that these were Netaji's ashes. This 
opposition appears less rational with the passage of time. 

3. The Government of India has 

consistently taken the position that the ashes are, indeed, 
those of Netaji. Two committees have looked into this 
matter . The Shah Nawaz Committee report accepted on 

16th July, 1956, that the ashes were those of Oh® Netaji 
but a dissenting note was submitted by Suresh Chandra Bose, 
Netaji's elder brother. From 1970 to 1974, the one-man 
G.D. Khosla Commission again looked into the matter and 
accepted the ashes as those of Netaji. 

4 . Both reports have been accepted by the 

Government of India as Prime Minister Nehru's letter to 
Suresh Chandra Bose of 13th May 1962 makes clear. 
Besides, the Renkoji Temple has been visited by most 
Indian dignitaries, including Prime Minister Nehru (1957), 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi ■( 1969 ) , President Rajendra 
Prasad (1957), Foreign Minister Vajpayee (1978) and Foreign 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao (1982). 

5 . Demands for India to accept the return of the 

ashes have been growing, particularly since those Japanese 
who remember Netaji or who were associated with him are 
slowly passing from the scene. Several former members of 
the INA have also asked that the ashes be ceremonially 
taken home, and most recently it was suggested that they 
be kept in the Embassy until suitable arrangements in 
India are made. 



6. It has consistently been the Embassy's view 

that the return of the ashes t,o India would be the most 
appropriate solution. Apart from the present subsidy 
of around ¥ 600,000/- being given to the Japanese temple 
every year, to continue the present state of affairs 
lays the Government of India open to the charge that they 
did not honour the remains of one of India's major freedom 
fighters, remains which have been accepted as genuine by 
successive governments of India. 




(SHIVaHAHKAR MENON ) 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
20.8.1990 


AMBASSADOR 



Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


Subject:- Air-conditioning of representational areas 
in the residences of DCM and 6 officers in 
Azabu Court. 


/proposal to 




The Mission had first proposed to the 
Ministry on 19th August 1988 the installation of air- 
conditioners in representational areas of DCM's residence 
and 6 residences occupied by officers at Azabu Court. 

The Ministry had initially suggested that we defer our/ 
the financial year 1989-90. Subsequently, vide letter 
No. TOK/8B1/2/G/88 dated 10th April, 1989 (enclosed), 
we had forwarded quotations from three firms for 
air-conditioning of these representational areas . After 
repeated reminders, Ministry felt that the cost of 
air-conditioning was exorbitant and asked that we 
explore possibilities for reasonably priced air-: - 
conditioners (Ministry's telex No. A-967 of 3rd September 
1989,- copy enclosed). We had, therefore, sought further 
estimates and sent these on 10th November, 1989 (copy of 
telex enclosed) 


i2. The Ministry has now written vide letter 

No. Q/SP ■ 1/8851/17/88 dated the 5th July 1990 seeking 
weather data and asking why this need was not felt 
earlier. We are writing to the Ministry pointing out 
that their letter is incorrect in its initial assumption 
since air-conditioners for the Embassy Residence were 
first installed in representational areas in 1969. 

As for weather data, this is being collected and will 
be sent separately. The need for the air-conditioners 
was explained to the FSIs along with temperature details 
in the enclosed note by the then Ambassador S.K. Banerji 
and was accepted by them. * 



(S . |MENON) 
DCM 

20.8.1990 


AMBASSADOR 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIR 


No.Q/ SP .1/88 51/17/88 



Dear Mission, 
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1990 


Kindly refer t© your fax message dated. 
2S.3.9G regarding installation ©f Airconditioners 
at Azabu Court. 


2. The case was referred to competent authorities 
for sanction and they have sought to know why the 
need for provision of Ai rc© nditi oners in the 
residences of officers of Bnbassy of India, Tokyo 
was not felt earlier. 


3. Further, they have pointed out that 
Airconditioners were sanctioned for Embassy residence 

i 

in Tokyo only in 1 985 and desire to know whether 
the Airconditioners for Embassy residence wisre 
approved on the basis of weather data supplied by 
the Mission and in consultation with CPWD authorities 
We are not able to lay are han4$ readily on papers 
leading to Airconditiener facilities for Embassy 
Residence approved in 1985. Kindly therefore forward 
copies of correspondence forwarding weather data and 
CPWD's opinion, if available in your file, alongwith 
a copy of Ministry* s sanction relating to provision of 
Airconditioners at Embassy Residence in 1985 to enable 



Dt. 10th Apr. 19S9 


© 

No . TOK/ 881/2/0/ 88 


Subject:- Provision of air conditioners at the residence 
of DCM and six officers in Azabu Court* 


Dear Ministry, 

Please refer to your letter No.Q/SP.l/805l/l7/B8 
dated 7th Nov, 1988 advising that we should defer our proposal 
for provision of air conditioners to the residence of DCM 
(Shirogane House - Govt, owned bldg.) and six officer in 
Azabu Court(Govt, owned bldg.) in the new financial year 
1909-90. 

2. Attached, herewith, are quotation from 3 firms 
for air conditioning of living/dining rooms of DCM residence 
(Shirogane House) and for six officer in Azabu Court. 

a) DCNfe residence (Shirogane House) 

Air-con Service K*K, ¥ 828,100.- Rsl01,857.32 

Sagara Shoji K.K, 1,144,000.- ‘ Rsl40, 713*41 . 

Chiyoda Daiken Kisetsu K.K. 2,228,000.- Rs274, 046,74 

b ) Azabu Court(flats for 6 officers ) 

Air-con Service K.K. ¥ 2,348,400.- _ Rs288, 856,09 
Sagara Shoji K.K. 2,608,000.- Rs320,787.21 

Chiyoda Daiken Kisetsu K.K. 3*660,000.- Rs450,184,50 

3, As proposed by the Ministry as per above letter, we 
shall be grateful if Ministry's approval is kindly accorded 

to install air conditioners in the living/dining rooms of 

Shirogane House and Azabu Court as per amount quoted by 

Air-con Service K.K,, who have submitted the lowest quotation, 

Shirogane House ¥ 828,100.- Rsl01,857.32 

Azabu Court ¥ 2,348,400,- Rs288.856.09 

¥ 3,176,500.- Rs390,713.4l 

The expenditure for the above amount will be met from the 
budget grant for the current financial year. 

•Yours ever, 

Chancery 

Dy. Secretary (SP) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 
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? TO : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 


FROM: INUEMBASSY TOKYO 


!0ST IMMEDIATE 


OSD( PROJECTS) FROM ISSER COUNSELLOR AND HOC 


TOKYO 


11.10.89 
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REFYRTLX NO.A-967 DATED 5TH SEPTEMBER REG. INSTALLATION 
OF AIR CONDITIONERS AT RESIDENCE OF UCM AND SIX OTHER OFFICERS IN 
AZABU COURT. 

WE HAVE CHECKED UP WITH THE FIRM REG. THE POSSIBILITIES 
OF LOWERING,, THE ESTIMATE OF COST OF INSTALLATION OF AIR CONDITIONERS 
IN THE'TTtriJSES OF OFFICERS AT AZABU COURT. THE ESTIMATES GIVEN BY THE 
FIRM INCLUDE INSTALLATION* WIRING* BOR I NG/CH I FT I NG AND OTHER PATCH UP 
WORKS. THE ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES HAS GOT TWO MAIN COMPONENTS VIZ. 

THE PRICE OF AIR CONDITIONER AND THE CHARGES ON ITS INSTALLATION. THE 
PRIC£" IS RELATED TO THE TONNAGE CAPACITY OF THE AIR CONDITIONER. THE 
HIGH TONNAGE HAS BEEN OPTED FOR AFTER TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE LARGE 
SIZE OF THE DRAWING CUM DINING ROOM. THE AIR CONDITIONER OF LOWER 
CAPACITY WILL NOT HAVE COOLING EFFECT IN THE DRAWING CUM DINING ROOM 
WHERE REPRESENTATIONAL OFFICERS HAVE TO ENTERTAIN TWENTY TO THIRTY 
GUESTS. DURING SUMMER* ENTERTAINMENT BECOMES VERY MUCH EMBARRASSING 
IN SULTRY HEAT. WE COULD HAVE LOWERED THE COST BY LOWERING THE 
CAPACITY WHICH UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES EXPLAINED IS NOT POSSIBLE. 


AS ADVISED BY YOU WE HAVE REQUESTED OTHER FIRMS TO 
GIVE ESTIMATE WHICH IS STILL ON A HIGHER SIDE. THE ESTIMATES AREA: 



SHIROGANE HOUSE 
AZABU COURT 


YEN 1*761*300 RUPEES 216*642.07 
YEN 4*429*000 RUPEES 544*772.45 


\ 


IN VIEW OF ABOVE* WE SHALL BE GRATEFUL IF MINISTRY’S APPROVAL IS 
ACCORDED TO THE INSTALLATION OF AIR CONDITIONERS. IN VIEW OF 


INCREASING PRICES* IT IS NECESSARY THAT YOUR SANCTION IS RECEIV 
EARLY. 

INDEMBASSY TOKYO 

COLLS: T-253 TOKYO 11.10.89 C PT 14=15 JST) 


/ 
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C, V 

. . j. U ' 1 ' 

Subject* Supply ofair conditioners la the Embassy 
residence In Tokyo* 



J 

lo^y*i> j !foo temperature during the summer months is hl^h t 
and what Is more unpleasant, the humidity also Is very high* 
I enclose a temperature statement for I960 and 1907* I 
have been told on reliable authority that dinner guests 
at the Embassy residence coming for a party during the 
summer months swelter in the heat* Almost all Embassy 
residences have air conditioners provided at least in 
the public rooms* It is necessary to have air conditioners 
in the two lounges, the dining-room and the guest bed room. 
Estimates of their cost will follow* It is proposed that 
sanction should be given in April, 1968, for the purchase 
and installation of air conditioners in the Embassy 
residence* 
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Month/lear 
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X 966 . Jan. 

4.6 

Feb. 

7.2 
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17.9 

Juno 
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26.9 
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12.9 
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4.9 
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. - « rJ - 

14.5 

May 

20,0 
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23.0 

' July 

26.3 

Aug. 

28.0 

t'd Sept. 

22.6 
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l6,9 

-* ! V 


Hov. 


Dec. 



Maximum 

9.3 
11.6 
13* V 

17.7 

22.3 

23 .5 
27.9 

30.5 

26.5 

09 f 1 

A,*£m i 

17.1 
_ 10.7 
6.3 
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14.0 

18.7 
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0.1 

2.6 
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13*4 
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21,6 
24.0 
20,2 
15.2 

8.8 

2.6 

0.1 

1.1 

4.7 
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46 

51 

'57 

63 

62 

73 

76 

71' 

■ 73 
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47 
46 
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Dear G.B. Singh, 

Thank^for your letter of August 10. We are looking 
forward to your arrival here. 


2. If it is not too late you might like to discuss two 

subjects at the Ministry of External Affairs: the first 
relating to Netaji's ashes with JS(EA) and the second 
relating to provision of air conditioners at the residences 
of our senior officers with JS(Estt.). Notes on these 
two subjects are enclosed by way of background. 


Tt- 


Yours sincerely. 



Shri G.B. Singh, 




*1 



Tokyo 


Subject:- The Return of Netaji's Ashes to india 


The ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are 
presently retained at the Renkoji Temple near Tokyo. 
These ashes have been at the Temple since 18th September 
1945, soon after the air crash in which Netaji met his 
death . 


2 . There has/^Hihl^^V®^ been continuing public 
controversy in India on the question of the ashes with 
several groups and some collateral members of the Bose 
family denying that these were Netaji's ashes. This 
opposition appears less rational with the passage of time. 

3. The Government of India has 

consistently taken the position that the ashes are, indeed, 
those of Netaji. Two committees have looked into this 
matter. The Shah Nawaz Committee report accepted on 

16th July, 1956, that the ashes were those of Netaji 

but a dissenting note was submitted by Suresh Chandra Bose, 
Netaji's elder brother. From 1970 to 1974, the one-man 
G.D. Khosla Commission again looked into the matter and 
accepted the ashes as those of Netaji. 

4 . Both reports have been accepted by the 
Government of India as Prime Minister Nehru's letter to 
Suresh Chandra Bose of 13th May 1962 makes iffc clear. 
Besides, the Renkoji Temple has been visited by most 
Indian dignitaries, including Prime Minister Nehru (1957), 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi ■ ( 1969 ) , President Rajendra 
Prasad (1957), Foreign Minister Vajpayee (1978) and Foreign 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao (1982). 

5. Demands for India to accept the return of the 
ashes have been growing, particularly since those Japanese 
who remember Netaji or who were associated with him are 
slowly passing from the scene . Several former members of 
the INA have also asked that the ashes be ceremonially 
taken home, and most recently it was suggested that they 
be kept in the Embassy until suitable arrangements in 
India are made . 


6. It has consistently been the Embassy's view 

that the return of the ashes t,o India would be the most 
appropriate solution . Apart from the present subsidy 
of around ¥ 600,000/- being given to the Japanese temple 
every year, to continue the present state of affairs 
lays the Government of India open to the charge that they 
did not honour the remains of one of India's major freedom 
fighters, remains which have been accepted as genuine by 
successive governments of India. 


AMBASSADOR 


(SHIV3HANKAR MENON) 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
20.8.1990 



Shivshankar Menon 
Deputy Chief of Mission 



Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886INDEMB J 
Phone: 03 (262) 2391 
Fax: 03 (234) 4866 


No. TOK/5 51/1/81 


August 20, 1990 


Please refer to the correspondence 
resting with Director (EA) ’ s Fax message of 
August 17, 1990, regarding Netaji Subhash Chandra 
/— \ Bose 1 s ashes . 

2. I am enclosing with this letter a note 

recorded by Counsellor Mathur who attended the 
annual memorial service at Renkoji Temple on 
August 18, 1990. 


8 


urs ^sincerely. 



(SftlVSHAfclKAR MENON) 


Shri V.K. Nambiar, 
joint Secretary ( EA) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI . 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo . 
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As desired by the Ambassador, I attended the 
memorial service* held at the Renkoji Temple for Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose's ashes on Agust 18 '90. 

2. This was a special occasion for two reasons. Firstly, 
they unveiled a bust of Netaji in the temple premises. 

This bust is about 3 ft high mounted on a 5 ft pedestal. 

It is permanently placed near the entrance to the temple. 

3. The second reason was that this was the 45th 
anniversary of the death of Netaji and as such assumed some 
importance . 

4. There were a large number/ of Japanese guests present 
including many old timers who had been associated with Netaji 
during his stay in Japan. These included the President of the 
Academy General Katakura (94), General Asuno (95), Mr Okuda , 

Mr Hayashi who is the Secretary of the Academy and 

Mr Shimoda of the Kokusai Foto Company etc. 

5. A number of Indian guests were also present. They were 
Mr. Sheel Bhadra Yajee, Dr Sisir Bose, Col PK Sahgal, Mrs LakshmL 
Sahgal, one Capt Dasam, Capt Yadav and Mrs Janaki (of the 

Rani Jhansi Brigade). Mrs Janaki has been a Member of 
Parliament and Minister in Malaysia. 

6. The person behind this celebrations is one 

Mrs Matsushima, whose mother was very closely associated with 
Netaji while he was in Japan. Mrs. Matsushima and one or two 
others fund these annual commemorative occasions and also 
met all expenses related to the bust as well as the presence 
of the Indian visitors this time. 

7. A number of speeches were given on the occasion 
both Japanese and Indians and in their private talks the 
elderly Japanese reiterated to me the need to return the 
ashes to India as there would be no one left to look after 
these in a few years. There was no indication that this was 
the Last such commemorative ceremony. There was no pressure 
either from the Indians present to take the ashes back. They 
obviously understood the correct position. Mr Yajee did, 
however, emphasise to me the need for the Embassy to take' up 
strongly the matter of the return of the ashes so that it 
would form part of the decision making process in India. 

8. f\ Newspaper man from Hong Kongj Harvey Stockwi^ was also 
present . 



'Us — 


’( R . Mathur) 
Counsellor (Cons) 
*20.8 . 90 /o ^ 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo . 


As desired by the Ambassador , I attended the 
memorial service, held at the Renkoji Temple for Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose's ashes on Agust 18 '90. 

2. This was a special occasion for two reasons. Firstly, 
they unveiled a bust of Netaji in the temple premises. 

This bust is about 3 ft high mounted on a 5 ft pedestal. 

It is permanently placed near the entrance to the temple. 

3. The second reason was that this was the 45th 
anniversary of the death of Netaji and as such assumed some 
importance . 

4. There were a large number/ of Japanese guests present 
including many old timers who had been associated with Netaji 
during his stay in Japan. These included the President of the 
Academy General Katakura (94), General Asuno (95), Mr Okuda , 

Mr Hayashi who is the Secretary of the Academy and 

Mr Shimoda of the Kokusai Foto Company etc. 

5. A number of Indian guests were also present. They were 
Mr. Sheel Bhadra Yajee, Dr Sisir Bose, Col PK Sahgal, Mrs LakshmL 
Sahgal, one Capt Dasam, Capt Yadav and Mrs Janaki (of the 

Rani Jhansi Brigade). Mrs Janaki has been a Member of 
Parliament and Minister in Malaysia. 

6. The person behind this celebrations is one 

Mrs Matsushima, whose mother was very closely associated with 
Netaji while he was in Japan. Mrs. Matsushima and one or two 
others, fund these annual commemorative occasions and also 
met all expenses related to the bust as well as the presence 
of the Indian visitors this time. 

7 . A number of speeches were given on the occasion bu 
both Japanese and Indians and in their private talks the' 
elderly Japanese reiterated to me the need to return the 
ashes to India as there would be no one left to look after 
these in a few years. There was no indication that this was 
the last such commemorative ceremony. There was no pressure 
either from the Indians present to take the ashes back. They 
obviously understood the correct position. Mr Yajee did, 
however, emphasise to me the need for the Embassy to take up 
strongly the matter of the return of the ashes so that" it 
would form part of the decision making process in India. 
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$ Newspaper man from Hong Kong ) Harvey Stockwin, was also 




(R. Mathur) 
Counsellor (Cons) 
K r 20.8.90/1 . r 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo 
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\ 


Subject:- The Return of Netaji "s Ashes to india 


* 






The ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are 
presently retained at the Renkoji Temple near Tokyo. 

These ashes have been at the Temple since 18th September 
1945, soon after the air crash in which Netaji met his 
death . 

2. There has«/\j3<y*(extel?vt been continuing public 
controversy in India on the question of the ashes with 
several groups and some collateral members of the Bose 
family denying that these were Netaji’s ashes. This 
opposition appears less rational with the passage of time. 

3. The Government of India has 

consistently taken the position that the ashes are, indeed, 
those of Netaji. Two committees have looked into this 
matter . The Shah Nawaz Committee report accepted on 

16th July, 1956, that the ashes were those of teftfe Netaji 
but a dissenting note was submitted by Suresh Chandra Bose, 
Netaji 's elder brother. From 1970 to 1974, the one-man 
G.D. Khosla Commission again looked into the matter and 
accepted the ashes as those of Netaji. 

4 . Both reports have been accepted by the 

Government of India as Prime Minister Nehru's letter to 
Suresh Chandra Bose of 13th May 1962 makes /pc clear. 
Besides, the Renkoji Temple has been visited by most 
Indian dignitaries, including Prime Minister Nehru (1957), 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi .( 1969 ) , President Rajendra 
Prasad (1957), Foreign Minister Vajpayee (1978) and Foreign 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao (1982). 


5 . Demands for India to accept the return of the 

ashes have been growing, particularly since those Japanese 
who remember Netaji or who were associated with him are 
slowly passing from the scene. Several former members of 
the INA have also asked that the ashes be ceremonially 
taken home, and most recently it was suggested that they 
be kept in the Embassy until suitable arrangements in 
India are made. 


6. It has consistently been the Embassy's view 

that the return of the ashes to India would be the most 
appropriate solution. Apart from the present subsidy 
of around ¥600,000/- being given to the Japanese temple 
every year, to continue the present state of affairs 
lays the Government of India open to the charge that they 
did not honour the remains of one of India's major freedom 
fighters, remains which have been accepted as genuine by 
successive governments of India. , 

* C 


AMBASSADOR 


?l- V 




(shivshWcar menon) 

Deputy Chief of Mission 
20.8.1990 
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CRASH CRASH CRASH 


TELEFAX MESSAGE 


FROM; FOREIGN NEW DELHI 
TO ; I.NDEMBASSY TOKYO 


Td'df 4^ 

£ dfifftj 






AMBASSADOR FROM DIRECTOR ( EA ) 

FAXED BELOW IS TEXT OF LETTER ADDRESSED TO 
PM BY col. p.k. sahgal, CHAIRMAN, nf.taji research 
BUREAU, CALCUTTA (.) 

2. YOU ARE WELL AWARE OF OUR STAND ON THIS 

SUBJECT ( . ) GOVERNMENT HAVE RECEIVED FROM TIME TO TIME 
VARIOUS PROPOSALS CONCERNING THIS QUESTION (.) THERE 
IS AS YET NO CONSENSUS AMONG THE DIFFERING VIEWS HELD 
AT PRESENT ON THE SUBJECT{ . } GOVERNMENT ARE OF THE 
VIEW THAT A CONSENSUS MUST EE DEVELOPED ON THIS 
SUBJECT IN ORDER TO ENABLE THE ASHES TO BE BROUGHT 
BACK TO INDIA ( . ) EMBASSY MAY WISH TO REITERATE IF IS 
POSITION ( . ) 

3. WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO TALK WITH YOU 

TELEPHONICALLY SINCE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON IN THIS 
REGARD BUT HAVE FAILED TO DO SO{.) HENCE THIS 
TELEFAX (.) RODS ( . ) 




(Nirupama Rag) 
Director ( EA ) 
17 / 8/1990 




90-08-17 ;,:o^SiL:tMBASSY OF INDIA TYO 



3010700^-795 P.01 


fiUG 17 *90 ll :21 
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Dear Nr Crime Minister, 


HCe t o convey 
ijtffveri by you ~ 
j- Bhadar Yaj ee, 


NgiXjiT as lie s' 



notice that Sub as Bose Academy, Tokyo have invited Shri 
Shed Bhadar Yajee, Dr Sisir Bose, Dr Col Lakihmi Sahgal, I and 
"• some others to be present at a ceremony to be r u:!d at the Penkoji 
i , Hemplc in Tokyo on the 10th August to pay oir homage to Detaji's 
V'- 1 ' Ashes. In this invitation they have pointedly mentioned that ‘This 

would he our 1 ast cer e m on y ' . 1 hi s__c 1 ear Jyy i i idj P at . th ,aL_ Liua. -AsJues * 
, could N_0 longer be kept in then ' present R p. s lin n T lace . 

/ : — wwtd~"t'S1<e sometime for’ the crvi 1 n merit of India to 

,/f (lH make proper arrangements to bring the Ashes Lc India with due 
* f due honour, thefore interim arrangements have to me made to keep 
I Ahem in Tokyo. Mr Sheel Bhadar Yajee, Dr Sisir Bose and other 

y- f^^riends whom I have consulted concur with my view that Netaji's 

‘ ft^shes should be kept with due honour in the Indian Embassy in 
'Tokyo till such time that they can be trough' to India, 

v I sincerely hope that you will please accede to our 

request in this regard and issue necessary instructions to the Indian 
Ambassador in Tokyo. 

_0n _the __Ifith jrf—kii q u.s i _.w e . 4*0 u 1 d-Uke. J, g_ jca.rr. y_ thes e 


ashes ceremonously to I ndian Embass y. 

— a Thy friends and I Would me most grateful if imm- 

l 1 I 1 ■ I L . t . - J A 4 _ ^ 
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Shivshankar Menon 
Deputy Chief of Mission 


No. TOK/ 551/1/81 




Embassy of India, 

2*11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324 8861 NOE MB J 
Phone: 03 (262) 2391 
Fax: 03(234) 1866 

July 20, 1990 





Please refer to the correspondence resting with 
this Mission’s letter No. TOK/TS/3/78 dated 22nd August, 
1989, regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s ashes. 

2. As in previous years. Ambassador has been invited 

to a ceremony on August 18 at the Renko-ji Temple where 
the ashes are presently being preserved. This year, apart 
from the normal ceremony, a bust of Netaji is to be unveiled 
on this occasion. We understand from the organisers 
that the following will be present: 

(a) Ms. Janaki , formerly of the INA and now 
an MP in Malaysia. 

(b) Ms. Luxmi Saigal , former INA member. 

(c) Mr. Dutta, former student in Japan. 

(d) Mr. Dhillon. 




- 


As you know, Ambassador has not been attending these 
functions in the past and we shall be keeping to past 
practice again this year, deputing a Counsellor to attend 
the ceremony. 

3. On the larger policy question of- the return of 

Netaji ’s ashes to India, your letter No. 3977/JS ( EA) /90 
dated 9th July, 1990, indicated that as of Prime Minister 
Kaifu’s visit, it was still our opinion that the matter was 
too complicated to address* I wonder whether some change may 
not now be possible. During last year's ceremony at Uenko-ji - 
Temple, the wife of Netaji' s youngest brother Salesh Chandra 
Bose also participated in the ceremony- This suggests that 
large portions of Netaji' s family accept the ashes as being 
those of Netaji, just as the Government of India has. It 
may, therefore, be appropriate, as suggested in my predecessor’s 
letter of August 22, 1989, to ascertain the views of the 
surviving family members about the disposal of the ashes. 

This is becoming increasingly necessary as old age claims 
Netaji 's surviving Japanese associates. Besides, if the 
Government of India accepts the ashes as being genuine 
(as it did when accepting the Shah Nawaz Committee and 
G.D. Khosla Commission reports), then it lays itself open to 


. . . 2 /- 


2 




DENTIAL 


the charge of not providing a home and of failing to 
treat with proper reverence the ashes of one of India's 
undoubted patriots. We would be most grateful for your 
advice . 


u 





( 


Shri V.K. Nambiar , 

Joint Secretary(EA) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI. 


Yours sincerely, 




V 


(SHIVSHANKAk MENON ) 

(L 


-fa cJLo jr 


-7 o KJ Tfj 3 / ° V r 



Reference: The invitation from the Subhash Chandra 
Bose Academy (attached). 


Ambassador had desired that the following 
two matters be checked. 

i) the 'antecedents' of the bust of Netaji 

ii) Names of the 5 Indian guests. 

This was checked by the staff and the information provided 
is given below: 


a) The former President of the Academy - one 
Mr Emori , had left a legacy. The expenses 
incurred in these annual functions are met 
from this legacy. 

Similarly, the bust has been financed from 
this legacy and was ordered through the 
Mitsukoshi Department Store. 

b) The Indians attending the function are: 


i ) Mr Janaki , formerly of the INA and 
now an MP in Malaysia; 

ii) Mr Luxmi Saigal , former INA member; 


iii) Mr Dutta, former student in Japan; 



Not confirmed who they are or whether 
they would attend ! One person invited 
is one Dhillon. 


2. In the past, Ambassador has not attended these 

functions. It might be preferable not to set a precedent 
in which the Ambassador does attend. The antecedents of 
the other 'Indian' guests are also rather vague. 




pjUY" 

(R. Mathur) 
Counsellor (Cons) 
23.7.90. 
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To: H.E. Ambassador Asrani 

From: 3. Chandra Bose Academy (President Katakura) , 

3000 Noborido, Tama-ku, Kawasaki-city 
Tel: (044) 900-0103 

Request the honor of your presence at the memorial service 
for Netaji and also the unveiling ceremony of the bust. 

Date: Saturday , 18 August , 1990 

Time: 13:00 hours 

Place : Renko- ji Temple , 


n 


3-30 Suginami-ku , Tokyo 
Tel :331 1-7832 


/ 


* 5 Indian guests are to attend on that day. 


* RSVP. 
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Shyam Saran 
Deputy Chief 
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Embassy of Indio, 
i'll, Kudin -Miniirni 2-chomo, 
Chivoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 232.J8|6lNl>EMH .1 
Phone: 03 (262) 2391 
Fax: 03 (23 i) 1806 


No .TOK/TS/ 3/78 



August 22 , 1989 



My dear 


'lease refer to the correspondence resting with 
my letter No .TOK/ 551/1/81 dated October 17, 1987 regarding 
disposal of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's ashes. 


2. As you would be aware ashes of Netaji are 

presently being preserved in the Renko-ji Temple in Tokyo. 
A ceremony is held each year on August 18 at the Temple 

to honour the memory of Netaji. Members of the Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose Academy are usually present at this 
function. A representative from the Embassy also attends. 

3. In the ceremony this year, Dr. S.B. Sinha, our 
Counsellor (Science & Techniogy) represented the Embassy. 

A note recorded by him on the Memorial Service is enclosed 
herewith for your information. 


4. You would be aware of the controversy concerning 
the death of Netaji. Some members of his family and some 
political figures in West Bengal do not accept that Netaji 
died in an air-crash in Taiwan. Because of this controversy 
it has not been possible to take the ashes back to India 
for proper disposal despite frequent requests made by the 
members of the Bose Academy. 

5. An unusual, feature this year was the presence of 

Mrs. Bhakti Bose, wife of Mr. Salesh Chandra Bose, the 
youngest brother of Netaji who just happened to be in Tokyo 
at the- time of the ceremony. Mrs. Bose's son is working 
with a leading national company in Tokyo. Several weeks 
before the ceremony was held, Mrs. Bose had established 
contact with the office bearers of the Indian Community 
here and enquired about the location of Netaji's ashes. 

She came to the Temple with her family of her own volition 
to attend the ceremony. 


6. In view of the fact that a fairly close relative 

of Netaji attended the ceremony, perhaps we may like to 
find out what the surviving family members feel about the 
disposal of the ashes. 


6. While the Renko-ji Temple is taking care of 

the ashes for the present, old age continues to claim the 
close Japanese associates of Netaji. Very soon none of 
his associates will be alive and it is unlikely that the 
care and respect that is being accorded to his memory 
at present will also continue in the future. 

/2 


I 


> * 



2 


7. While this is a delicate and a controversial 

political issue, the eventual return of the ashes to 
India is something which will have to be faced sooner 
or later . 


Shri V.K. Nambiar, 

Joint Secretary(EA) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 











\ 



Embassy of India, Tokyo 

(S&T WING) 
******** 






C { S& T ) attended the Memorial Service lor Netaii 
Subash Chandra Bose on August 18, 1989 at Renko-ji 

Temple, 3-30 Wada, Suginami-ku Telephone No. 311-7832. 
President of Netaji Sube.sh Chandra Bose Academy, 

Mr. Katakura; Secretary, Mr. Hayashi, Mr. Negi, personal 
bodyguard of Netaji and 32 others including Mrs. Bhskti 
Bose, wife of Mr. Salesh Chandra Bose, youngest brother 
of Netaji who happen to be in Tokyo, her son, Mr. Vikram 
Bose and his family attended. Mr.. Vj.krain Bose i,s working 
for Texas Instruments at Tokyo on contract for 2-3 years . 
Among others present were Mr. Toshikazu Shimoda from 
Kokusai Foto Co., Mr. S. Okuda, President of Saudi 
Arabian Airlines, Mr. Seizo Ariyoshi of Japan Friendship 
Association and Mr. Minoru Umeda. A religious ceremony 
was performed by the Head Priest of the Temple. Afterward, 
there was a short meeting in which the Secretary appreciated 
and expressed his greatfulness to Embassy of India's 
representation during the ceremony. However, he pointed 
out absence of any representation last year. This year, 
they did not raise the question of the transfer of ashes 
during or after the ceremony. 


(S.B. Sinha) 
Counsellor (S&T) 
18.08.1939 
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WIXKJING TELEX 


, T-260 TOKYO 

from: INDEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

A*K . SINGH, US (EA^ FROM SHYAM SARAN 

REFYRTLX REGARDING STUUY ON NETAJI SUUHASH CHANDRA DOSE STU 

2. WE HAVE MADE ENQUIRIES BUT HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO ElND ANY JOINT fflfr ' 
STUDY BY JAPANESE AND INDIAN SCHOLARS ON NETAJI STOP UN IE RE ARE, 

— HOWEVER, SOME PUBLICATIONS BY JAPANESE AUTHORS ON 1 NETAJ I AND HIS ROLE 
DURING THE PACIFIC WAR STOP 
REGARDS 



I Nil 1 1BASSY TO..YO 

COLLS: T-26W TOKYO /.12.GH (PT 19: 1J JST) 
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i ndembAssy a OKYO 

DCM F R0F 1 US(E A) 
r KINDLY RE FOUR DISCUSSIONS REG. JDK'! 
i MDQ-J APAN S i UDY ONNEfAJI. GRATEFUL 
DE JAILS AT i HE E ARLJES i . 
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TOKVU, JAPAN. 




M. HAVAS HI 

300(1. *>.'0 COR! TO; TAMA-KU. 
KAWASAKI -SHI, JAPAN. 

Dated April 19 8 3- 


RE , AN APPEAL TO PORN EH OF PIERS AND THE PEOPLE CONCERNED 

WITH IN A REGARDS THE ASHES AND HEM AIMS OP LATE NETAJI 
i SUBHAS CKRANDRA BOSE. • a . 

LwT Wi r n-o5t pU'rvW’ S>. 

to_ 'Ik*; ^ CvX ^ v 


Gentlemen , NvoUx 


It has passed S3 years since Late Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose died 
in. an air crush at Taiwan Air fort in l8th,day of August 1945* 
we who knew Netajl have been observing his birthday January 23rd 
and his death anniversary August 18 th, every year and it is that we 
feel very sad and sorry to say that the ashes and renadns of this. 
Great Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose who was a supreme commander of INA 
and a leader of Provisional Government of Free India is still in 
Rekojl Temple a.t Tokyo has not been returned to his Motherland up 


to now. 

We have contacted our Foreign Dept' many, a times and the answers were 
that the Indian Government has not yet recognized his death and that 
they cannot do anything but wait, and even the Indian Ambessy in. Japan 
gave the sane answers. . 

However .that y.bu must understand that longer we keep waiting, the 
people who knows, and respect Nenajl gets lesser and lesser and at the 
end their will be nobody to pay respect his remains which we feel 
very sorry. 

Therefore, we appeal to our and his commarades the former officers 
and people concerned with INA to get the Hetaji’s Ashes . and R'frnmins 
back to India and may- his ashes reit.' in. peace in River Ganga. 


fours sincerely, 
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F011 THE KIND ATTEN. OF H.fi. THE AiflJASSADOIt OF INDU IN JAFAN AS PHI TEL TALKS TODAY ( 9. 08. 1988) 

Dli. IWAMOTO IS HIE CHAIRMAN OF TOE YOKOHAMA -BOMBAY FRIENDSHIP COMMITTEE AND U.Ui HEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN 

DEVELOPING VERY CORDIAL UEUTIO.'tl BETWEEN THE TWO CITIES AND COUNTRIES (SOMETHING LIKE S AKUKAUCK1 -3AMA IN 
TOKYO ON A MUCH HIGHER USVEL IS DONE/DOING). WITH BEST REGARDS, SINCERELY, G.A.C1UNDRU, YOKOHAMA. 
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Phone No 


S 


20J47 (o) 
20471 (r) 
21538 (o) 
21494 (o) 


nr 


PRAJATANTRA IMPHAL, 
MANIPUR, INDIA. 


Imphal 9 December 1987* 


Dear Shri Sbyam Sar an, 

Thank you very much for your letter IToveraber 13* 1987* 

I have written a letter to the Secretary, Ministry of Exter- 
nal Affairs a few days ago regarding the remains of Netaji. 


Meanwhile, I have received another letter from Mr* Tadashi 
Nakai expressing his desire to return the remains of Neta^i 
' to India* 

I have sent a reply to his letter and a copy of it is 
enclosed herewith for your information* 


Kind regards, 


^ \y 

-#z=T 

~ t 


c 


t/O 






x Shri Shy am Sar an, 

A Deputy Chief of Mission, 
Embassy of India, r 
2-1 1-2-CHOME l 

K HUD AN - MIN AMI 
CHIYODA - KU, W)n 

TOKYO, JAPAN* 



. JOYCHANDRA StN<3H 


Phone No 


21538(0) 
21494 (o) 





Imphal 9 December 19P7. 


PRAJATANTRA 1MPHAU 


To 


lit . Tad as hi Nekai , 
5-5-2 Kcc^i - mac hi, 
Chi; oca - Ku, 
loky o , 

Japan* 


Deni Mr. Tadashi Nakai, 

Thank you very much for jour letter 1st Eeerntrr 19^7. 

X am very happy to know that a Japanese Group is p’l-nMnp' 
to visit Manipur for enorial nervices. You may kindly consider 
that the group be a small gro> p numbering bel/ow 10 members. I 
will give all possible assistance to your group when they arrive 
in Manipur * 

I think Indian Embassy in Tokyo may consider for Issue of 
Inner line permit. The best eeason is between October to March 
every year. 

I have notec the contents of your letter exoresslng the 
desire tor return of the remains of Netaji Subas Chandra Bear 
to India* 

I am trying my lev^l best and have taken u*\ the matter 
with the Govt, of India* 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely 


( I. JCYCMANDRA SINGH ) 



Deputy Chief of Mi 



ssion 


No.TOK/551/1/81 



i 


Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 


Telex: 23248861 NO EM 13 J 
Phone: 03(262)2391 


November 13, 1987 


Dear Shri Joychandra Singh, 

Thank you for your letter dated November 2, 1987 
regarding the remains of Netaji. 


2. Please continue your efforts with Shri Sheel Bhadra 
Yajee and Dr. Sisir bose and other concerned persons so 
that a national consensus on this question, as mentioned 
by the then Minister of External Affairs, is evolved. 


As X had mentioned to you during our discussions, 
it is not at all possible for the Embassy to keep the 
remains in its premises since the Government cannot get 
involved in this controversy. 

4. I am endorsing a copy of this letter to the Ministry 
of External Affairs, alongwith a copy of your letter. I 
shall be grateful if you could consult the Ministry of 
External Affairs also in this regard. 

With regards. 








Yours sincerely, 

(Shyam Saran) 

Shri L. Joychandra Singh, 

Pra jatantra 
Imphal (Manipur) . 

Secret 


Copy to Shri R.S. Kalha, Joint Secretary (EA) , Ministry 
of External Affairs, New Delhi, alongwith a copy of 
letter from Shri L. Joychandra Singh. The Embassy would 
also suggest that the annual contribution of Yen 600,000 
being made to. the Renkoji Temple may be increased to 
Yen 1,000,000 (one million). This may help in fending 
off pressure for removal of the remains. 



Secret 



V\V l 



Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


Ambassador may kindly see the enclosed letter 
received from Shri L. Joychandra Singh concerning 
the remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose which 
are presently in Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

2. The letter may be read in conjunction with my 
note of October 15, 1987 (at flag ’A’). 

3. If Ambassador approves, I will send a letter to 
Shri Singh, with a copy to JS(EA), suggesting that 
this matter be taken up with the MEA. I would also 
like to repeat in the letter our view that the Embassy 
is not the appropriate place for keeping the remains. 


(St 

Deputy m 



11.11.87 












Dear Shri Shyam Saran, 

Would you kindly recall our discussion about 
the remains of Netaji on 13 Oct 1987 at your Office. 

I have been trying to help the Government of 
India to solve the problem of Netaji* s remains as per 
letter No I665-EAM/84 dated 21 June, 1987 of Shri P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, then the Minister for External Affiars 
of India ( Photo copy is enclosed herewith for easy 
reference). I have discussed this matter with Shrimati 
Indira Gandhi when she was alive. I have been one of her 
advisors in her emergency cases. 



I met Shri Sheel Bhadra Yajee, President cf 
All India freedom fighters Organisation who and his 
organisation is requesting to the Government of India for 
bringing back of Netaji* s remains to India. 

I also met Dr Sisir Bose, nephew of Netaji at 
Calcutta and my house at Imphal several times. I have also 
met Col D^illon, Col Sagal etc. Dr Sisir Bose has agreed 
to me to bring the remains of Netaji to India, but Mr 
Samar Guha and some other forward Block leaders are 
reported to have objected in bringing the remains of 
Netaji to India stating that M Netaji did not die at 
Taiphei Plane crash and he is still alive " However Ithere 
is no documentary evidence. 


Meanwhile, I have received a letter from some 
very responsible Japanese friends who are guarding the 
( remains of Netaji at Renkoji Temple in Tokyo for the last 



P.T.O 


I IOYCHANDRA SINGH 













r 20147(0) 
Phone No J 20471 (r) 
1 21538(0) 
l 21494(0) 



PRAJATANTRA IMPHAL, 
MANIPUR. INDIA. 


I have discussed this matter with Dr Sisir Bose 
at Calcutta, he has agreed that if Japanese are unable to 
keep the remains of Netaji in Renkoji Temple, it is better 
to keep it in a room of Indian Bnbassy till the controversy 
is over. Those Japanese leaders who expressed their desire 
to settle the problem refused to write letters to the Govt, 
of India and Bnbassy of India in Tokyo saying that ,f it is 
very delicate matter " but expressed their strong desire 
to remove it from Renkoji Temple. The reason behind it as 
explained to me is that Lt. General T. Katakura who is 
looking after the remains is 90 years old. He is only living 
General of II World War and after him ^ there they said 
there is nobody to look after the remains of Netaji. I met 
Mr T. Nakai who is very old expressed the same view. They 
told me repeatedly to take up this matter with the Govt, of 
India and Indian Embassy in Tokyo. This is the reason why 
I am writing this letter to you. 

I shall be very grateful, if you kindly communi- 
cate about your observation in this matter. 

After hearing from you, I want to take up this 
matter with Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi who is kind 
enough to responed many importent matters to me. 

With kind regards, 



Shri Shyam Saran 

Minister & Deputy Chief of Mission 
Bnbassy of India 
2-II ,2-CHOME, 

KHUDAN-MINAMI 

CHIIODA-KU, 

Tokyo 

JAPAN 



minister of external affairs 

INDIA , 


•p 


No. l665“EAM/84 


4 


New Delhi ' 
■June 21, 1984 


/■"X 







Dear Shri Joyehandra Singh, 

Please refer to your letter of 23rd May 
1984, addressed to the Prime Minister, suggesting 
that the remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
should be brought to India from the Renkoji Temple 
in Tokyo where they are at present. 

As your letter Itself suggests, you are aware 
of the controversy surrounding this question, 1 
including the serious reservations expressed 'by 
some members of Netaji 's family. This controversy 
has figured in our media from time to time and 
also in the Parliament. 

I need hardly state that we all hold Netaji 
in very high esteem. But, at the same time 
we would be reluctant to do anything which might 
only add to the controversy surrounding Netaji's 
remains. Your letter gives the Impression of 
possible rethinking on the part of some members of 
the Netaji family on this question. would be 

better if those members of the Netaji fhmily who 
have been opposed to this idea in the past were to 
formally cpmmunicate their views to us, 
particularly if they think differently- now. 

1 

I fully agree with you that there should be 
a nat ion al consens us on this question before the 
"TTovernment takes a formal decision*" so thartr~a 
controversy in any form is avoided at a later stage. 
Any efforts on your part towards this end would be 
most welcome. 






4 

I 



With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, . 

l-l - 

(P.V. Narasimha Rao) 

Shri L. Joyehandra Singh 
Prajatantra Buildings 
Imphal 
(Manipur) 


Deputy Chief of Mission 




/ 


/'/•I 



Embassy of India, 

2- 11, Kudan-Minami 2-chom^ 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886INDEMB J 
Phone: U3(262)239l 


StTCT TT TMSjjTBTTtf, 



A5*. ■ 


Oct. 16, 1987 


My dear 



T 


am enclosing herewith a note on 



/"v 


a recent meeting I had with Shri L. Jaychandra 
Singh, a resident of Imphal and a group of 
Japanese Imperial Army veterans, who visited 
Imphal in December last year to honour the 
memory • of those who had died there during the 
war . 

2. There are more and more Japanese 
Imperial Army veterans who wish to visit this 
area. I realise that there will be both 
administrative as well as security considera- 
tions that will have to be taken into account 
before more visits are permitted. However, 1 
believe that we can generate a great deal of 
goodwill if we could facilitate more such 
visits in the future. This is particularly so 
because many of these veterans are in influential 
positions in Japanese industry and commerce as 
well as in politics. 

3. As you will note, Shri Jaychandra 
Singh also raised the delicate question relating 
to disposal of IJetaji's ashes. Sooner or later 
we will have to deal with this problem cne way 

or the other. The Japanese individuals concerned 
seem to be getting somewhat impatient. 





With kind regards 


V 


ours sincerely, 



( ! r an ) 

VW 



Shri R . S . Kalha , 

Joint Secretary { EA ) , 

Min. of External Affairs 
NEW DELHI. 







TOKYO 

This morning, Shri L, Jay chandra Singh, a 
journalist from I m p h a 1 , came to see me. According 
to his name card, Jaychandra Singh is Chairman and 
Chief Editor of a paper called Prajatantra and is 
Bureau Chief of UNI in Imphal , He claims to have 
personal acquaintance with the Prime Minister as 
also several other important political figures in 
India, 

2. Shri Jaychandra Singh came to speak to me about 

the remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, He said 
that he had met General Katakura (now 85) and 
General T* Akai of the former Imperial Army, who had 
urged him to arrange the return of Netaji's remains, 
now in Temple, to India, They told him that 

no one was taking care of the remains and once their 
generation died, the remains would not even be 
honoured occasionally as at present. Both had served 
with Netaji during the war. 

3. According to Jaychandra Singh, the former 
External Affairs Minister, Shri Narasimha Rao, had 
written to him in 1984 to help solve the problem. 

He claims to have close links with Netaji's relations 
as also representatives of old Japanese Imperial 
Army. In fact, it is he who seems to have taken 
the lead in organising the first ever visit by a 
5-man Japanese delegation to Imphal late last year 
for memorial services, 

4. Jaychandra Singh said that one of the suggestions 
made was that remains could be temporarily kept in 
the Embassy in Tokyo pending a final resolution of 
the controversy surrounding them. He asked what our 
reaction would be, 

5. I told Mr, jaychandra Singh that the question 
of disposal of the remains was a delicate one since 
it also involved the surviving relatives of Netaji, 

It was not appropriate for the Government to get 
involved in the controversy and for this reason there 
would be no question of the remains being kept in 
the Embassy. I said we understood the anxiety of 

the old Japanese associates of Netaji to see a proper 
resting place for his remains. As before we would 
counsel a little patience and understanding while 
the matter is sorted out in India among the people 
concerned , 

6. Jaychandra Singh said he would, on his return 
to India, meet officials of our Ministry as well as 
the relatives of Netaji to find a solution to this 


. .2 


j 


CON 




ENTIAL » 


"delicate 4 * question* X told him I would report 
our meeting to Ambassador and our Ministry for 
their information. 



7, Jaychandra Singh later brought several 
Japanese gentlemen to see me. These included three 
members of the old Japanese Imperial Army who had 
fought in the Burma theatre - Mr* Yutaka Kobayashi 
{retired Electrical Engineer), T * Shimoda (Kokusai 
Futo Co*), T, Ishigami (works as Interpreter in 
the U.S. Embassy) and A* Iso da. Of these, Kobayashi 
& Isoda were members of the 5-member group which 
visited Imphal last year- Shri Jaychandra Singh 
had played host and facilitated their travel. 


8, I explained to the group the problem involved 
in shifting Netaji's remains from Tokyo to India at 
present, involving as does the sensitivities of 
Netaji's family members* I expressed gratitude to 
all the old associates of Netaji who still cherished 
his memory and continued to look after and revere 
his remains* They seemed to understand our diffi- 
culties, At any rate they made no comment, 

4 

9* Mr. Shimoda said that a number of old Japanese 
soldiers were very keen to visit Kohima and Imphal 
and requested our assistance, I said it should be 
possible for small groups to go, though we were 
hampered by lack of facilities in the areas concerned. 
At any rate, I promised all possible assistance, 
Shimoda and his colleagues expressed their apprecia- 
tion * 

10, I briefed our visitors on the Festival of India* 
They showed very keen interest and said they would 
like to inform other coll e agues of the forthcoming 
event. Old soldiers of the Imperial Army have 
several associations & societies which meet regularly 
and publish their own newsletters, Shimoda gave me 

a copy of one such newsletter (of the 33rd Mountain 
Artillery Corps of the old Imperial Army), which 
carries a report on the visit to Imphal by the 
5-member group (A copy is attached), Shimoda 
promised to publicise the Festival through such 
newsletters, I asked them to come and visit us 
again in the future , 

11. Shri Jaychandra was very happy that I had 
received this group of Japanese, who had apparently 
been somewhat diffident and uncertain about coming 
to the Embassy. They seemed pleased and honoured 
to be received at the Embassy and displayed genuine 


3 




friendliness and affection for India, 


12, We may inform EA Division of Shri Jaychandra 
Singh f s visit and his reference to the problem of 
Netaji's remains, EA Division could also explore 

A 

with the Manipur Government and with the Home 
Ministry the prospects of facilitating more visits 
by Japanese to Kohima and Imphal , This would earn 
us a great deal of goodwill among an influential 
section of Japanese society. 




hy am Sar an ) 
Dy , Chief of Mission 
Oct * 15 t 1987 


Ambassador * 
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jty Chief of Mission 

No.TOK/753/1/85 



TT TH^dWra, 

Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudiin-Minami 2-chome, 
Chivutla-ku, TOKYO 102 
Tt*Jex: 23248861NDKMB } 
Phone: 03(262)2391 


February 25, 1987 


My dea 







A\ 


Thank you for yo^rf' letter no .C/551/13/81-JP 
dated February 18, 1987 regarding the visit of 
the Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple to India. 



9t 



2. In deference to the instructions of Secretary, 
shall no longer pursue the matter of the Chief 

Priest's visit to India. However, if he wishes to 
travel to India on his own initiative, there is 
not much that we can do to prevent it. Nor will 
it be possible for us to ignore it. 

3. In my letter of even no. dated February 6, 
1987, I had enquired from you whether the question 
of Netaji's ashes was brought up during the recent 
visit to India by Netaji's daughter. I wonder, 

if you have been able to get any information in 
this regard. 


Yours sincerely, 


< §\ cy ' 

Shri R.S. Kalha, 

Joint Secretary (EA) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 




R.S. KALHA 

Joint Secretary (EA) 


Wf 

cp 





No. C/553./13/81-JP 



*mvnr feF-ft-? ? 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-11 


February 18, 1987 


My dear 


Q, 

£L-U\ / mo 

1 1 , ^ 

Please refer to your letter No. TOK/753/1/85 
dated February 6, 1987, regarding the visit of the 
Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple to India. 





2. The Mission, it seems, has appreciated the 

sensitivities involved in arranging a visit to 
India by the Chief Priest, but at the same time has 
suggested that we should help the priest to make a 
visit to India privately. It is our view that the 
Chief Priest's visit, in any capacity, may raise 
a controversy on the question of Netaji's ashes. 

We would like to avoid this by all means. We, there- 
fore, do not want that it should be encouraged. 

While we cannot put a ban on the visit to India by 
Rev. Kyoji Mochizuki, we should make every effort 
to avoid such a visit. The Mission need not take 
any initiative in this regard, and should let the 
matter rest. 



f 




*t»i ^ , itMt 

Embassy of India, 

2-1.1, Kudfin-Miiiami 2-chome, 
Chiyocla-ku, TOKYO 102 
Ti ltix: 23248861NDKMU 1 
Photic-: 03(262)2391 



February 6 , 1987 






u Thank you very mucij/Eor your letter no. 

C? 551/13/81-JP dated 28th January, 1987 regarding 
the visit to India of Rev. Kyoji Mochizuki, the 
Chief Priest of Renkoji Temple. 


2. We are aware of the sensitivities involved 

in arranging a visit to India by the Chief Priest. 
Certainly, it would be adviseable for us not to 
be officially associated with such a visit. However, 
since he has expressed a keen desire to visit India 
and since his cooperation is important for us, we 
would suggest an alternative which you could consider. 
We could make available to him a one time gift of 
say Y 1,000,000 which would be adequate for him to 
finance a one-week or ten-day Buddhist pilgrimage 
tour of India of the kind organised by several 
Japanese travel agencies. 

3. I have also discussed with Ambassador the 
size of our contribution to the Temple. As you 
arejatoare, the Temple is being paid an annual 
contribution of ¥ 600,000. The sum is quite 
adequate and ne,ed nQt be. ipcreaged at this stage. 
However, we may reconsider if and when there 

are pressures from the Chief Priest. 

4. We have seen from the Indian newspapers that 
Netaji 1 s daughter has recently been in India. We 
wonder it she has any views with regard to her 
father's ashes which are being kept in Renkoji 
Temple. 


i . Yours sincerely, 

W#K Mlt-J. 

V (Shvam^Saran) 

Shri R.S. Kalha , t5\ ^ ' V 

Joint Secretary (EA) , (j 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 







R . S . KALHA 

Joint Secretary (EA) 


\V 


No." 'C/551/ 13/81- JP 7 


i j .4- ^bj £ 


i 




.SECRET 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ^ 
NEW DELHM1 

ijoaif'r^ January 28, 1987 




My 8 ear , ~ 

i cv 

Please refer to ytfur letter No. TOK/551/1/81 
dated January 9, 1987, regarding the visit to India 
of Rev. Kyoji Mochizuki, the Chief Priest of Renkoji 
Temple . 

2. We have gone into all aspects of your proposal 

but considering the sensitivities, we feel that there 
is need for care in arranging such a visit to India. 
Even if we do our best to organise and "control” his 
programme there is no way for us to ensure that his 
visit would not raise a controversy on the question 
of Netaji's ashes. It would, therefore, be better 
to avoid such a visit. 




*1 


3. However, we do not wish to look ungrateful for 
all that the Renkoji Temple has done and would wish to 
acknowledge Rev. Mochizuki' s services. Perhaps you 
may wish to increase the size of our contribution as 

a special gesture or make a special one-time gift on 
a special occasion. We would leave it to you to 
decide. 2>oO t boo\. 

4. Our line of thinking as indicated above, has 


the approval of Secretary, Shri A.S. Gonsalves 


'V 


- 







hri Shyam Saran 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 
TOKYO 


Yours sincerely, 



( R.S. KALHA ) 


3 km 

'hi ^ 


No. TOK/ 551/1/81 


January 9. 1987 


My dear 







Please refer to correspondence resting with our letter 
of even no. dated 27m December, 1985 regarding Renkoji Temple 
where the ashes of Netaji Subhash Bose are kept. 


2. You would be aware that we have been making a small 
contribution each year to the Temple for keeping the ashes 
of Netaji Subhash Bose- I had gone to the Temple on 
Tuesday, January 6, to hand over the contribution as 
well as to make the acquaintence of the Chief Priest, 

Rev. Kyoji Mochizuki . During the course of our conversation, 
the Chief Priest mentioned to me his desire to pay a visit 
to India, including places associated with Netaji as well 
as places of Budhist pilgrimage. Apparently, he had expressed 
a similar wish to my predecessor in October, 1985 just before 
the visit of our Prime Minister. The then DCM had promised o/Wis 
to arrange such a visit for him at an early date. However, 
it appears from our file that no follow-up action was taken. 


3. Vie have been in a sense beholden to the Temple Cor 
taking care of the ashes of Netaji during the past few 
years. Even though there have been several moves to 
persuade the Government of India to accept the ashes , 
this has not come about for reasons well known to you. 

In the circumstances, it is felt that inviting the Chief 
Priest for a brief visit to India would be a befitting 
gesture on our part. The visit could be arranged under 
the aegis of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. 

4. I shall be grateful to hear your response to this 

proposal . 


Yours Sincerely, 


Shri R.S. Kalha, 
Joint Secretary (EA) , 
Ministry of External 
NEW DELHI. 



T-763 TOKYO 26.2.86 

^ CRASH CRASH CRASH 

FROM: I N DEM BASS Y TOKYO 
TO : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

SECREATARY (EAST) FROM AMBASSADOR 

KEPT. TO J.S. CEA) 

IT IS REPORTED THAT IWAICHI FUJIWARA HAS DIED AT THE AGE OF 77. 

- HE WAS FORMER GENERAL OF THE GROUND SELF-DEFENCE FORCE AND DURING WAR 
WAS ASSOCIATED WITH iJETAJI AND THE IMA WHICH HE HELPED TO ORGANISE. 

HE WAS GIVEN NETAJI AWARD DY A CALCUTTA GROUP CALLED HE TAJ I RESEARCH 
BUREAU LAST YEAR. 



2. I AM CONVEYING DEEP CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY AND SENDING WREATH. 
PROPOSE TO DEPUTE AN OFFICER FOR FUNERAL CEREMONY WHENEVER IT TAKES 
PLACE . 


^ COLLS: T-768 TOKYO 26.2.86 


February 26, 1986 


Sir, 


I have read with deep regret the Press 
report about the passing away of General 
Iwaichi Fujiwara. His association with the 
Indian leader, Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, 
is well-known and will remain in our 
memory. His concern and friendship for 
India has always been a source of strength 
to us in this Embassy. We mourn his passing 
away. 

I would be grateful if you could kindly 
convey our sympathies to the family of 
Gen. Iwaichi Fujiwara. 


Yours faithfully 



(A. Madhavan) 
Ambassador of India 


Gen. Katakura, 

Chairman , 

Subash Chandra Bose Academy 
Tokyo . 


Fujiwara, Friend 
To India, Dies At 77 

Iwaichi Fujiwara, who helped 
create the Indian national in- 
dependence army during World 
War II, died Monday at a Tokyo 
hospital of cancer of the 
gallbladder, his family said 
Tuesday. He was 77. 

Fujiwara, a former general of 
the Ground Self-Defense Force 
of Japan, was known as a dose 
friend of Subhas Chandra Bose, 
a prominent leader of the 
wartime movement for Indian 
independence from British rule. 

As a major in the Japanese 
Imperial Army, Fujiwara 
participated in the occupation 
of Malaya under army com- 
mander Gen. Tomoyuki 
Yamashita at the outbreak of 
the Pacific war. 

Following the fall of 
Singapore to the Japanese 
forces, Fujiwara helped 
Chandra Bose form a 
provisional government here 
and organize the Indian 
National Army (INA). 

Fujiwara became the first 
recipient of the Netaji Award 
earlier this year — a prize In 
memory of Chandra Bose 
sponsored by the Calcutta- 
based Netaji Research Bureau. 
Netaji is Bose’s honorific title. 

2(tfy (fC, 


SECRET PERSONAL 






/-*\ 


No.TOK/551/1/81 


January 23, 1986 


My dear 




Please refer to your letter No.C/551/13/81-JP 
dated 15.1.86 regarding the ashes of Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose in Renkoji temple, Tokyo. 


2. I am sorry that my letter of 27th December 

1985 has created difficulties for you. I fully 
understand the sensitive nature of the problem and 
accept the wisdom of leaving things alone. But the 
status quo which you would like to continue is 
precarious. An important factor is that Gen.Katakura, 
Chairman of the Subash Chandra Bose Academy, is about 
85 years old. When I met Mr. Fujio, a senior LDP 
member last October, he spoke strongly in favour of 
India finding a home for the ashes, since they could 
not be safely kept in Japan indefinitely. {Extracts 
of DCM's note enclosed). 


3. You have referred to our discussions in Delhi 

last August, as a reuult of which I had modified my 
views, aS I said in my letter of 27th December. I 
had informed you of my conversation with Shri P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, who, it is true, had broadly supported 
your approach . But he had a lso agreed t hat we s houl d 
address the problem some time or other. 


4. During PM's visit to Japan, there was no 

trip to Renkoji temple. I was not told why it was 
dropped. Till the delegation left Tokyo fan 30th 
November 1985, there was a chance of the trip being 
made. All I knew was that there was a change of 
mind in Delhi after the meeting between Secretary (East ) 
and Secretary to PM on 30 October 1985, wherein it 
had been decided that the Renkoji visit would be 
a private one. There was no time for us to discuss 
the matter during the visit, otherwise I would have 



...2 


& 


- 2 - 



sought Secretary (East ) 's views in detail. 

5. I was hoping you would fill me in on the thinking at 
headquarters. Instead, you have written in a rather 
reproachful tone. You must have meant it for my good- 
lest I be blamed for raising a political hornet's nefct. 

But consider my dilemma: it is embarrassing if I raise the 
problem and equally so if I do nothing. 

6. The point is that we cannot rely on the status quo 
continuing for some more years. One of your predecessors, 
Shri Ran jit Sethi, hadptft it more forcefully than I have 
done^ in his note datecT2.12.1981. The Subash Bose centenary 
comes up in 1997, and I hope this will be resolved by then. 

6. Kindly explain these difficulties to Secretary (East ) . 

I am content to follow the line of least resistance and 
accept your counsel of letting things be for the present. 


Yours sincerely 

Ay 

(A. Madhavan) 


Shri R.S.Kalha 
Joint Secretary (EA) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. 






>nrS 


SECRET Personal 

faW" sri ftssft-tt 


R.S. Kalha , 

Joint Secretary (EA) . 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


?r* 


No. C/551/13/81- JP. 
My dear 


j^(yv) 


NEW DELHI-11 

15 January , 1986 . 


St*' 


^5 



Please refer to yo^vr letter no.TOK/551/1/81 
dated 27th December, 1985 regarding the ashes of 
Netaji Subbash Chandra Bose. 




2. I am sure you are fully aware of the 

sensitivities of this case. This matter was 
discussed extensively during your last visit 
to New Delhi in August, 1985 and you had also 
indicated that you had met and received the views 
of Shri P. V.Narasimha Rao, our former External 
Affairs Minister, in this connection. You had 
indicated that you understood the implications 
and that there was no need to alter the status quo 
and that the matter be allowed to rest. 


3. The file as well as your letter were 

shown and discussed with Secretary(E) who has 
indicated that it is incomprehensible why the 
matter should be raised again. He has asked 
me to inform you of the above and would therefore 
be grateful that the position indicated above is 
maintained . 


3*L 


t^Tv, iVvU-S 


Yours sincerely, 



(R.S. Kalha) . 


Shri A. Madhavan, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo . 





Mr. Fujio then said that he had one request to 
make to the Ambassador. This was about the ashes of 
Netaji Bose whom he admired as a great statesman. It 
is 40 years now since the War and most of the friends 
of Bose have passed away. It is impossible now to 
take care of his ashes in a proper manner. He added 
that he was- aware of difficulties that our Government 
had in accepting the ashes and understood them. If 
the Government had some difficulty, it would be worthwhi] 
to see whether a private group of Netaji's friends and 
associates in India could come to Japan and take over 
the ashes so that they are kept with the respect due 
to them because it may become difficult later in Japan. 






EXTRACT FROM RECORD OF DISCUSSION BETWEEN AMBASSADOR 
AND MASAYUKI FUJIO, Chairman of Policy Research Council, 
of LDP on October 25 1 1985 C 


‘TwJr ) 


t 

¥ 









My dear , *lA 

Please refer to Secretary (East )' s letter 
No. 6466/Secy (E)/95, dated 30 Octobefr 1985, regarding 
Renkoji Temple, where the ashes of Netaji Subhash Bose 
are kept. 



2. As you know, P.M. did not go to the Temple 

during his visit to Tokyo from 28th to 30th November 1985, 
although a private visit to the Temple had been earlier 
envisaged by us. 



3. The problem of defining our attitude remains. 

I hope you will be able to obtain some guidelines from the 
Secretaries and Minivers, perhaps on the basis of paragraph 
6 of my letter No.TOK/457/l/85, dated lO^Actober 1985. In 
my earlier letter of even number dated l2~July 1985, I had 
suggested that the daughter of Subhash Chandra Bose may 
also be consulted. Perhaps the best way to have a non- 
official committee of public figures to deal with the 
question of funding a suitable memorial for Netaji Subhash 
Bose in India. 


Yours sincerely, 

A* 

(A. Madhavan) 

Shrl R.S. Kalhn , 

Joint Secretary (EA), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 



EXTRACT FROM AS(PMO)»s telegram No. Primin-02158 
dated 21st November, 1985 (Original in File Tok/457/l/85 
regardingPM' s visit to Japan) 

== r '*== c 

Your telegram No 223 of^O November. 

I don't understand why you keep referring to visit 
to Renkoji Temple. I have elearly and repeatedly indicated 
that the visit to Renkoji has not repeat not been approved 
so far. 




7 ^ 





SECRET 


Extract from DCM's telegram No. 223 dated 20th November, 
1985 addressed to AS(PMO) (Original in File Tok/457/1/85) 


Gaimusho informs us thatthe Japanese Embassy in 
New Delhi has confirmed that Shrimati Gandhi will accompany 
the Prime Minister during his visit to the Renkoji Temjble 
scheduled for Saturday morning (30th November). 


% 



V- 








TELi 



MOST I MMED I ATE 


FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

^ M3, 

A . S . ( PMG ) from Ambas sador 


\ v-s — 


Kept, ro Secretary (East) 

Regarding Renkoji Temple, only free time 


where we can fit it in is on Saturday, November 30, 
after breakfast meeting with Diet members i.e. 

1030 - 1145 hrs. We would like to have some advance 
indication, so that the Japanese organisers, protocol, 
security, etc. are suitably alerted in advance, though 
it is a private visit. This is Gaimusho's request. 


N.T.T. 


(A.Madhavan) 

Ambassador 

18 . 11 . 85 . 





a *h) | svi ] , i 



Extract from Ambassador's telegram No. 204 dated 

14th November, 1985 addressed to Secretary (East) /AS(PMO) 

(Original in File Tok/457/l/85) 


We now require decisions to be conveyed on the 
following points: 

9) Renkoji visit-confirmation. 



■' T 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


TELEGRAM 

J 


ll \^ ^ 


J\ 


Foreign New Delhi 
N > \^S — 

A . S * ( PMO ) from Ambassador 


SECRET 


Rept. Co Secretary (East) 

»-e£i4: 


\\U 


RefyrteL No. PRIMIN-02142 inter alia asking for 
our recommendation on visit to Renkoji Temple. You said you 
had seen my letter of 10th October. I have received 
Secretary (East )’ s reply dated 30th October saying that the 
visit will be private as we had suggested. 

2. The issue is delicate, but I have dispelled any 
misconceptions here sufficiently for us to make our own 

i * r 

judgement on the basis of our own interests and perceptions. 
Since 2 previous PMs have visited Renkoji temple, there will 
be a strong expectation in India that PM should visit it thi 
time . 

3. I have sounded Gaimusho who have no objection at 
all to inclusion of Renkoji temple as a private visit. We 


have slotted it for Saturday, November 30 after the breakfas 

\'ofL 

meeting with the Dietmen 1040-1140 hrs. Thisj^is deemed 


sufficient by Protocol. 

4. I must have early confirmation so that I can 

foLlow up detailed arrangements with the Netaji Academy • a. w<b 


I h 

ti.T.T: 


Hu 


(A.Madhavan) 

Ambassador 

8.11.1985 




50 ^ ' w 




— A- 
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Extract from Ambassador's telegram No, 183 dated 
7th November, 1985 addressed to AS(PMO) (Original in 
File Tok/457/1/85) 


4, Subject to confirmation , visit to Renkojl Tempi 

may be arranged on Saturday, November 30 between the 
breakfast meeting and the Press u lub Lunch. On this 
I am sending separate message by bag. 


SECRET 





Y'C* 



EXTRACT FROM FOREICN NEW DELHI TELEGRAM NO Primln-02142 
dated 5th November , 1985 ( C.S, No. 213) original in 
File Tok/457/1/85 reg PM*s visit to Jap s n 


Please let us have your firm recommendation about 
Renkoji Temple. 
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T SECRETARY 

' / MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


30 October 1985 




My dear .k.A.^fcfcVS^ t r -fv 

. . - ./ 3 ^ 

This is to acknowledge your letters both 
No. TOK/457/1/85 dated October 10, regarding 
the visit to the Renkoji Temple and on the 
ambivalence of the Japanese attitude in regard 
to India, which you have analysed so well. 


2. As far as the visit to the Renkoji Temple 
is concerned, it will be a private visit, as 
agreed in a meeting this morning with Smt. Sarla 
Grewal, Secretary to PM, Let me also assure you 
that I am in full agreement with para ^ of your 
letter that "the Embassy should be a HiPi channel 
of communications" reflecting all the nuances of 
the bilateral relationship. I admire your comment 
to Kawamura that "reciprocity on negative points 
' should not predominate over reciprocity on positive 
points" . 


With warm personal regards. 


Yours sincerely. 



(A.P. Venkateswaran) 


Shri A. Madhavan, 
Ambassador of India, 
TOKYO. 
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October 15, 1985 







Our Second Secretary, Shri Gurjit Singh, spoke 
to the people concerned with the Renkoji Temple in 
the context of our decision to have the Prime Minister 
visit there during his forthcoming official visit. 

Without informing them that such a decision has been 
taken, Gurjit Singh' enquired about the kind of event 
that the Netaji Academy has in mind if such a visit 
is to occur. The reply was that a few members of the 
Netaji Academy will receive the Prime Minister and 
show him around but he added that the Chairman may 
mention the strong desire of the Academy and the Temple 
to send the ashes back to India. You would have seen 
Ambassador’s letter no . TOK/4 57/1/85 dated 10th October 
to Secretary ( East J on the exchanges that we have with 
the Gaimusho in this context. I had already told Gurjit 
Singh that we should advise the Renkoji people against 
any petitioning or pleading on this matter because of 
domestic complications of the issue. Gurjit Singh 
informed his visitor that while recognising the reverence 
the Japanese have for the ashes of Netaji Bose, we would 
strongly be against any request regarding the disposal 
of the ashes being made to the Prime Minister and this 
was agreed to. 



2. Ambassador has asked me to bring this to your 
attention. While finalising the arrangements for the 
Prime Minister to visit Renkoji, we may button down 
some details carefully. Firstly, we should make up 
our mind about the nature of the visit; whether it 
will be a private visit or part of the official itinerary 
As far as Prime Minister Smt. Gandhi's visit in 1969 
is concerned, it was included in the programme and the 
details are as follows : 



"June 25 (Wed); 5.45 p . m . H.E. the Prime Minister 
of India will be met by Rev.Kyoji Mochizuki, 

Chief Priest of Renkoji Temple. 

H.E. the Prime Minister of India and her party 
will be led to the main building of the Temple 
then to the Tea House. 

At the main building. Rev. Mochizuki will give 
a memorial service for the late Netaji Subas 
Chandra Bose and H.E. the Prime Minister of India 
wil] offer incense . " 



\v. 





- 2 - 




HC 


3. The above arrangement does not leave any • 
time for debates with the keepers of the ashes 
and should be acceptable to us. We should also 
note the requirement of press coverage in India 
in the context of the Parliamentary session which 
would be current during the visit. 



Yours jsincerely 

A 

An 


' 

K 


( G . S . Iyer’ ) 



Shri R.S. Kalha, 

Joint Secretary (EA ) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI. 
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No.Tok/457/1/85 


October 10, 1985 


My dear Secretary, 






J^ 




a 


Please refer to yout telegram No. 34587 
regarding the inclusion of visit to Renkoji Temple 
in PM's programme. 1 am following up my telegram 
No . 146 - para . 3 . 


? 


2. I immediately conveyed our decision to the 

Gaimusho. Kawamura had spoken to Iyer on 7.10.85 and 
expressed the Japanese preference for omhtting this 
item from the programme. I enclose Iyer's note. On 
the 8th, when I mentioned to Kawamura that the Indian 
side would like to include Renkoji Temple In the programme, 
Kawamura alluded to his conversation with Iyer and implied 
that the Government of India was taking a somewhat incon- 
sistent stand. To explain, the point he was making was 
that the Indian Prime Minister going to the Renkoji temple 
did not square well with the Indian Government's consistent 
refusal over the years to accept the return of the ashes 
of Netaji. I told him frankly that we had our own internal 
sensitivities to consider. When Shri Nehru and Smt. Indira 
Gandhi had gone to the Temple during their visics to Japan, 
there would be an expectation in some quarters in India 
that Shri Rajiv Gandhi should also do so. As for the 
return of the ashes, I explained that, in view of the 
controversies it might ignite in India, we found it prudent 
to continue existing arrangements for the maintenance of 
the urn containing ashes in the Renkoji Temple. He 
accepted the logic quLte well. 






3 Gaimusho 1 s hesitation about Renkoji Temple may 

due to the association of Netaji with the Japanese 
war-time leaders. This is a super-sensitive issue which 
the Japanese would like to forget, except that it obtrudes 
into current politics on such symbolic occasions as the 
visit on August 15, 1985 by Prime Minister Nakasone to the 
Yasuk#uni Shrine. China has made sure that the world know: 
about its extreme -sensitivity over any tendency on Japan's 
part to honour its war-time leaders, even in the guise of 
honouring war dead. One of the objectives of current Abe 1 ! 
Mission is to assuage Chinese feeling* on this score. We 
have just heard that Nakasone is passing up another occasit 
on October 17, to visit the Yasukvuni Shrine. He told the 
Foreign Correspondents Club on 7th October that the matter 
had been referred for study to senior advisers. In this 
context, the Japanese perhaps fear that our PM's visit to 
the Renkoji Temple may provoke some associated memories 

in the wrong quarters, and embarrass the Japanese Governme^ 

■ Sera; 
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DTG OCTOBER 072000 , 
DTR OCTOBER 081315 
Year 1985 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


N 0 . 34587 


Ambassador from Secretary (East). 


Reference letter from DCM dated September 12 regarding 
invitation to P.M, to visit Renkoji Temple. You may 
include th 1 ? visit in the programme, fitting it in so that 
minimum time is taken up and ensuring that It does not 
interfere with other major appointments , 


Ambassador: Minister (Pol) 



A/0 0v\^£)<V\ 
Cipher Assistant. 




W« 

i 



rv^ pU. Sj> \\ °Wofc> 

V. 


i ' v 





wr’Vi'i'rt 



I am enclosing the translation of a letter received 
from the Chairman of Subhash Chandra Bose Academy suggesting 
that the Prime Minister visit the Renko j i Temple where 
the ashes of Netaji Bose are kept. 



2. Ministry is fully aware of the status of the ashes 
which have been the subject of debate in India in the 
past because of the firm faith of many people in our 
country that Netaji Bose did not die in the Taipei air 
crash soon after the surrender of Japan in the war. However, 
we make a modest contribution annually to the proper upkeep 
of the ashes which the Japanese say are those of Netaji" 

Bose through the discretionary funds available with the 
Ambassador. 

3. As far as visits to the temple are concerned, most 
of the leaders who made official visit in Japan in the 
past have been to the Renkoji Temple. Prime Minister 
Nehru and Prime Minister Smt . Gandhi were there during 
their official visits in 1957 and 1969 respectively. 

President Rajendra Prasad who visited Japan a little 
after Prime Minister Nehru also visited the Temple. So 
did Foreign Ministers, S/Shri A.B. Vajpayee and P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, during their visits for bilateral talks 
in 1978 and 1982. 


4. So much for the facts which provide adequate precedents 
At the same time, we should note that the generation which 
had associations with the Netaji is rapidly passing from 
the scene and the majority of the Japanese do not have 
any memories or sensitivities about this matter. The 
Embassy is represented in the ceremonies held in the 
Temple on August 18 and 19 every year to mark the passing 
away of the Netaji. During the past few years, we find 
th a t the only people who visit are retired members of the 
Imperial Armed Forces or Civil or Intelligence Services 
who had personal acquaintence or working relationship with 
Netaji Bose or the INA. This is obviously a fast diminishing 
group and, in spite of being a genuine link in the past, 
somewhat tangential to our concerns at present. From the 
point of view of impact on the public or on the administrate 
of friendly relationships, our assessment is that this will 
be of marginal utility. The other aspects I have mentioned' 
above, like the history of the visits as well as the facts 
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regarding Bose in the internal context of India have to 
be taken into account by the Ministry in making a 
final recommendation on this matter to the Prime 
Minister. 

5. I would be grateful to be kept informed. 



(G.S. Iyer) 


end ; 1 

Shri R.S. Kalha, 

Joint Secre tary ( EA) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI. 
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I am gr^tSful if you make a special arrangement so 
that His Excellency Prime Minister xi ajiv G andhi could vist 
the Henkoji Temple , 3-30, Wada, ^u§inami-ku f *£okyo f where 
ashes of late Chandra Bose have been kept, on his scheduled 
visit to Japan, 



Sincerely yous 


Chu Katakura 

Chairman of 3, Chandra Bose 
Academy 


h*. fa i^h 



\ 




% 


^ |5T,\*Vh 





■ 


No .TOK/551/1/81 


July 16, 1985 


Dear Gen.Katak.ura, 

Thank, you for your letter of 3th July, 
which 1 have received today. It was indeed a 
pleasure for me to meet you and to hear from 
you about your memories of Netaji Subnas Chandra 
Bose. I shall inform the Government of India 
about your wishes and hope that in due course a 
solution will be found. 

§ 

With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

A — 

( A.Madhavan ) 

Gen.Tadas'ni Katakura, 

No . 2-2-8 , Chuo-cho , 

Meguro-ku , 

Tokyo. 


Tadashi Katakura 
No. 2-2-8 
Ghuo-cho, Meguro— ku 
Tokyo 





H* E, A* Madhavan 
Ambassador of India, Tokyo 

Your Exellency, 



It is my great pleasure and honour to have the chance to 
meet you at your office on July 4th *85 in connection with the holy 
ashes of late Netajee Subha s Chandra Bose. 


I am sincerely wishing the said ashes will be laid down in 
appropriate corner of Indian soil for the peaceful sole of Netajee by 
your good will and efforts in the nearest opportunity. 


Kindly accept my high appreciation on your kindness and 
cordiality receiving me for the interview despite of busy engagement. 


% 


With my best regards. 


Yours sincerely. 


V 



T, Katakura 


Tokyo 


No. TOK/5 51/1/81 


12 July 1985 





My dear 

During your visit here, I somehow omitted to raise a 
question which has been pending for many years, the return of 
the ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. There is some 
correspondence on the subject and you must be more familiar with 
the background than myself. 

General Katakura came to see me on July 4 along with two 
of his assistants in the Netaji Subash Chandra Bose Academy. 

He is now more than 80 years old. After giving me some interesting 
glimpses of Subash Chandra Bose in Japan during war time, he 
pressed me to request Government of India to accept the return 
of the ashes, since he would not live much longer. I parried 
this by referring to the dilemma which the Government of India 
would have in accepting the ashes. The General said that 
Netaji 's brother, who had opposed the return of the ashes 
could now be more receptive. Shri Shah Nawaz Khan had died two 
years ago. He had believed that the urn in Renkoji Temple did 
contain the ashes of Subash Chandra Bose. So had the Khosla 
Commission. 

My predecessor had noted all this and emphasised the point 
that our Government would come in for ciiticism in case the 
remains of Subash Chandra Bose were not properly cared for in 
Japan in course of time. But he was also concerned about the 
objection raised by Subash Bose's elder brother. 

In my view, the time has come for us to consider the question 
more positively. Irrespective of the Government India esteems 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose as a historic figure, a patriot, who 
deserves national respect. The Government, to my mind, shares 
this view. In that case>» it would be unforgivable for India to 
be indifferent to the question of the custody of Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose's remains. There is a moral obligation for us, 
not only to accept the return of the ashes^but to press for it 
and to preserve them in a suitable memorial . ¥he inaction amounts 
to neglect, which is not in keeping with our traditions. The 
genuineness of the ashes has been established by sufficient 
evidence in two enquiries conducted by the Government of India. 

It is no longer a matter of differing to the ^shes of one 
relative of Subash Chandra Bose. 

Another aspect on the family side is that Subash Chandra 
Bose was married im Austria and has a daughter, who is now 
reported to be living in America. Government is aware of this. 

I do not know whether her wishes halrf- been consulted. If so, 
kindly let me know what they are. 

General Katakura also asked us to participate in the 
observance of the anniversary of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose's 
death on 18th August. He lamented that the Japanese Foreign 
Ministry no longer send a representative on this occasion. 

We shall send someone from the Embassy. 


2 


I hope you will raise the matter again for a 
final decision. The options are:- 

(i) To accept the return of the ashes and to preserve 
them suitably in a memorial in India, under the 
auspices of the Government of India; 

(ii) To accept the return of the ashes and keep them 
out of view for some years; 

(ixi) To refuse the return of the ashes; 

(iv) To work for the continuance of status quo, keeping 
the ashes in Renkoji Temple in Japan; 

(v) To tell the Japanese caretakers that they should 
negotiate directly with the relatives of Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose and that the Government of India 
washes^®^ hands of<£ the whole matter; 

Among these alternatives, I believe that the first 
is the only honourable choicev consistent with India’s 
national feelings and traditions. 


Yours sincerely 



(A. Madhavan) 


Shri 'R.S.Kalha 
Joint Secretary {East ) 
Ministry of External 
New Delhi. 


Ministry 
New Delhi 


of External Affairs 





A new eyevitness of Hr> dose’s large collection o treasuries 



A man who witnessed M r# Chandra Bose 1 s treasuries 
ha s appeared. He is lA r, A f a resident of 1 okyo and private 
university lecturer. An old top of discussion concerning 
Mr. Bose, a leader of the independence movement in India who 
died in the airplane crash on August 18 f 19^5 $ three days 
after Japan f s surrender of the World War 11 # is his large 
collection of treasuries donated by Indian residents in 
South-east A s i a in a bid for raising the funds for the movement. 
The missing treasuries are still wrapped up in a mystery even 
today after 39 years of his death. The treasur^a Ji r, A saw 
bef-e-re - were loaded on the airplane which wa s- crashed later. 

Xt was the Japanese Imperial Army who collected the dispersed 
massive treasuries at the scene of the accident and hande d 
them over to Cornel Raman, Mr. Hose's aide who was injured 
in the accident and hospitalized in a hospital in Taipei. 

Mr, A m who was presence on that occasion as an interpreter, 
testifies that the wooden box containing massive treasuries 
was 50 cm x 50 cm x 1 meter in size. 



Mr, A was working at the headquarters of the Japanese 
Imperial Army in ^aipei-when Mr# Bose was killed in the accident. 
Several days hfter the accident, Mr, A was told by Captain 
Yoshio Nakano to accompany a flying officer* No further 
information vas given to him, Mr* A, then an interpreter of 
the Information Section of the Headquarters, left the office 
wondering for whom he would work for that day, Xt was summer 
with glaring sun in the blue sky. The flying officer was 
already in a military car parked outside of the building. 

The four noncommissioned officers carrying a bamboo stretcher^^ 
with a large wooden box on it had come. The stretcher was bow ed - 
under the heavy box. It was only after arriving the hospital 
when Mr, A knew the box was filled with massive treasur^fe^* 
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^fter a 10-minute drive on asphalt— surfaced road the car 

f - 

stopped in front of the army hospital. Tfo e stretcher was 
carried this time by medical corpsmen to a room of Cotaiel 
RamaAjThe ‘-'obne 1 . who was on the same airplane as Mr, Bose ( 
was badly injured and laying h imao If down on a bed. The 
flying officer who had kept s^ilenV-^ said for the first time 
"We herewith brought Chandra Bose’s treasur e£ 

which were dispersed in all directions when the plane was 
crashed against the earth. Please accept them". "I have 
not seen them before. Let’s open the box for confirmation" 
the Lcjpnel replied. The flying officer open^ed the large 
airtightened box with a pincer borrowed from the hospital. 


Upon openjfing it^ it was found out that the wooden box 

was stuffed with a large ribs of treasury such as English 

cojiins, accessories, diamonds and gold bars beneath them. 

Mr, A vas excited to see the famoups collection of Mr. Bose, 

"Please take gold coiiins in memory of Mr. Chandor^. Bose." 

said the Ccbmel who was satisfied with the oonoo nuan ce. "I 

cannot accept them since these treasuries will be used for 

the independence movement in India" replied the flying officer 

who fulfilled his responsiblity of handing them over to the 

Colonel. After exchange of these words, the box was closed 

low; 

again. It was only an hour^meeting. M r. A vas in the hospital 
till evening for acting as an interpreter for captured US 
soliders* Being asked by Cornel Raman to keep the wooden bos 
with him until . a time of A departure for Japan, the flying 
officer took the treasuries away from the hospital. 


"The box was 50 cm x 50 cm x 1 meter in size" Mr. A says. 
There was no clue as to where the wooden box had been taken 
since Mr, A was sent to Shai7hai as a war criminal soon after that 
meeting. 

^ The questions are how the treasure^ of Mr, Chandra Bose 
were brought in and out from Taiwan. The following^ are 
eyewitness accounts:— 
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"I was told to fly to Manchuria" said Mr. °hiro Inagaki , then 

a captain of the war plane in which w r. Chandra S 30 e 

Before the depature from Saigon, Vietnam, there was troble 

over the number of baggages and officers to accompany Mr, 

Chandqra Bose, An agreement was reached to bring two 

scjiiare typed leather trunks as requested by Mr, Bose, ^t 

was also decided that Conel Raman was to accomoany Mri Bose. 

"I put the trunks in a bomb chiiber of the plane without 

h 

asking the contentfats of them* The depature was delayed due 
to the above mentioned discussion. The plane was initially 
scheduled to leave for Taipei directly but the decision was 
taken to dro»p in Banan^ Vietnam," Mr, Nonogaki said. The 
plane left Saigon in tK e evening on ‘higust 17 th for Taipei 
en route to Danan, They arrived Taipei around noon on August 
18 and had lunch there, Imediately after leaving off the 
airport at aboujit 2 </clock for ^airen the accident had taken 
place in which Mr, Bose died and the treasure^ dispersed in all 
directions. Mr, Nonogaki heard later on that ^here were 
accessories such as rings and earrings dte the s^ene^ of the 
accident , 

Mr, * v oji T'akumiya , then a member of Military Police 
headquarters in Taiwan, witnessed the collection work of 
dispersed treasures, "200 female students of a high school 
located near the airport took part in the work in co^^ection 
o [ for' treasure^. It is said that the two oilcan^s, onSis completely 
and the other 15" 70 percent, were filled with treasures. 

Most of them we'’e diamonds, I s&ll remember that 2,000 carats 
of diamonds were reportedly co/frected in the several days 
of the co(|”ection work and they found 850 carats of diamons 
Sn the final day, i he co/^-ection work lasted a week" he said. 



The treasure* had been kept in the Military H eadquaters 
though once they were brought out to Cornel Raman as Mr, A 
testifies. Mr, T*d ao S a kai, then chief 'istaff, ( operations ) 
deadquiters f 16 th Japanese Imperial Army f ^urj^ma f was asked 
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by Cornel ^aman bring the treasures to Tokyo. It happened 
t >at Mr. ^akai ' took the same airplane as Mr. #ose but 
Sakai was not seriously injured, Mr, S a kai and C<Wnel 
Raman were trmsfered from the army hospital to another 
hospital. "Cornel Raman said he would like to brihg Mr, 

Chandra Bose's ashes and valuables to ^okyo with him" Mr. 

! Hl v ^ 

Sakai said. They left Taiwan for ukuoka on September 5. "1 

do not remember exactely the size of an oi lcan^ stuffed 
with bequeathed articles as it was covered with a strawmatting, 
j It was about 20 cm in length and width and 60 cm high" 
he added. 



Uppon arriving Fukuoka, CoWiel Raman flew to Matsumoto. 

Mr. b akai went to Tokyo by train. taking the treasures and 
ashes of J ‘‘r. Hose with him on 6th afternoon. They were 
brought to Mr. Morio Takakura , then chief, ^outh ^sian 
Sec. Hep. of Military affirs, Ministry of Army, "I had heard 
that the treasures were spoiled by fire. i n consultation 
with the Ministry of •‘rmy, we got in touch with a branch office 
of the Indian Independence federation to hand over the treasures, 
]_ treasuresThejf were handed over to the head of the branch, ”r. M ur thy, 
at the entrance of the Ministry of Army." said Takakuraj. 

Thus the treasures were handed over to the supporting group 
without any trouble, But the problem was quantity of the 
treasures\ w hich had decreased drastically. 


While he was in the °uganio prison as a war criminal: 

Mr. heard a story, from his fellowjinmate who was a captain 
of the Japanese Imperial Army that the treasures brought 
^ from Taiwan to Japan were a shaddock in size. If the story 
is true, quantity of the treasures is so different from the one 
Mr. A oberved in Taiwan. As such, M r> made inquiry through 
his friend to the Ministry of foreign “Tfairs as to the 
treasures . 


f 



M.r y *(1*1 ' f r >[f»: It- i v ■ io 

Jfi- ' . r ti 'ft '■<* ortfo n • M- , ; • ' — 


, no nrin j 1 * 1 r - un :.!h! 1 I 


r( l i?o c * 

* ynn 


o i it Hit i 


Jh'o a 
o ri ) >i ni* 
, ’ : * : ycf 


r^r/rsi i c» 


-t m 


I f 


v o . r *‘ 




f. rij 


1 I * * I . ID ■ 1 u » TO) t % ’ " 

m ’ * * -ir ! t- v,, hfiprl o"? eio : t cm '»< ■.•■ '* J m ibrri nvitk 'In 

f V ! *'■ t rfqnr;-rrf 1 'i- l\r^) «-M '* t D ^ * \<* ' &&nt! 

tr * I t! D ’^ r (MJ- rn ■ nr* 

iji *‘t/i fnocnM'p n 1 D'*vo fun bun il -w*y • rm*" * *v * f*ii i *u 


IlfU’ 


!t ; otq fit 


mh »< 


n * 






■f i l • f> » 5 f 5 v* ih - n ifn * f 1 ^ r • ' •* H u 0 

. ; . , . * t nfi m vio t 



According to Mr. A. an inquiry was made to th e Ministry 

* 

of foreign Affairs in 195 *> after tfr© 1st investigation 

u j 

commission of the Indian overnment had left apan for 
India. ^t is said that a female cl&rk of the ^aimusho testified 
that the treasures in size of a shqddock had rettirned to 
India and they would got into trouble if claimed more than 
that . 


The °outh-* v est Div. of the Gaimusho strongly denky t ' e 
allegat ion^y?f A* by saying f f, The Gaimusho stands aloof 

from the is^ue and a cl&rk is not authorized to handle the 
matter’ 1 » The Indian Government said in its official state- 
ment that 13*5 kgs of jewerly such as rings and pendants 
stuffed in 17 bogs were returned to India f which is almost 
the same size of a shaddock. 


Mr* A's testimony of having seen the treasures has 
com© against these backgrounds. Did someone bury the treasures^ 
Did someone make a large fortune thanks to the treasures* 
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DSCEA) FROM KHERGAMVALA 


LOCAL PAPERS REPORTED ON 13 APRIL IN IDENTICAL LANGUAGE FOLLOWING 
ABOUT QUOTE REMAINS OF SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE UNQUOTE TITLED QUOTE 
INDIAN REVOLUTIONARY'S ASHES MAY BE RETURNEO UNQUOTE: 


BEGINS 

^ JAPAN MAY RETURN REMAINS OF SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE* AN 

%/ ANTI-BRITISH INDIAN REVOLUTIONARY TO INDIA* OFFICIALS SAID THURSDAY. 
V PRIME MINISTER NAKASONE ACCEPTED PLAN PROPOSED BY CHIEF POLICY 
PLANNER OF THE RULING LDP, MASAYUKI FUJIO, OFFICIALS SAID. 

BOSE * WHO COOPERATED WITH JAPAN DURING WORLD WAR II AND 
ESTABLISHED A FREE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT IN INDIA, DIED IN 
TAIWAN UNDER JAPANESE RULE IN 1945. 

DEFUNCT JAPANESE IMPERIAL ARMED FORCES TOOK REMAINS OF BOSE TO JAPAN" 
AND PLACED THEM AT A BUDDHIST TEMPLE IN TOKYO. I 

FUJIO SAID HE ASKED NAKASONE TO CONVEY PLAN TO INDIAN P.M. INDIRA 
GANDHI WHEN HE VISITS INDIA NEXT MONTH. 

FUJIO, A JOURNALIST-TURNED POLITICIANS, SAID HE WAS A WAR 
CORRESPONDENT IN BURMA FOR YOMIURI SHIMBUN NEWSPAPER WHEN 
INDIAN REVOLUTIONARY WAS IN BURMA. 

NAKASONE DIRECTED FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS TO STUDY PROPOSAL, FUJIO 
^ SAID . ENDS 


INDEMBASSY 
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Confidential 





F.J. Khergamvala 
First Secretary ( 


No.TQK/ 


August 13, 1982 


My dear 


Lt. General 
you are well aware 
for forwarding to 
Both letters are 
meeting with our 

2. Both 
dignitaries to the 
and the question 
Chandra Bose in 
significance in 
being sent 
visit of Foreign 

9 

3. 1 enclose 
each of both 

A. You would 

decision has been 
Zmphal Memorial as 


Fuji vara (Retd) of whom 
sent to us letters 

and Foreign Minister. 
31 and recall Fujlwara's 
and FM. 

the attention of our 
for the Tmphal Memorial 
remains of Netaji Subash 
might be some 
that these letters are 
prior to the forthcoming 
Sakurauchi • 

from the originals ,a copy 
your record. 

let us know if any 
by our Government on the 
on the Ashes' issue. 


Yours sincerely, 


ergamvala) 


Shri M. Ganapathy, 

Attache (JK), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 


\j/’ 

kftk X'.TOk.j'nn^lgilun) 
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FUJIWARA ASIA RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

1 nlTOMl K>K. A <i 2. Mi^jisln NihiHiiiashi, 

Chu<) ku, 1’ukyii U)‘i, Japan. 

Tel ; (03) (>62 2661 A 

TOKYO- July 3-U 198^ 

REF, 

h.E* Fresiaent Uifiui Zail Gingn, 

Presidential Kesiaence 
ueini, IhUIA 

My Most Respectful President Zail Singh, 



I have the honour to express my heartfelt congratulation 
on Your Excel iency f s new assignment, to the office of presidency 
of Great India accompanied by my humble prayer for successful 
fulfillment of tne great office in good health and spirit throu- 
out the term of service, 

I recall with profound gratitude of Your Excellency’s 
warm welcome given my wife and me in Feb. *79 during our visits 
to ChMidigar rfs its Etate guests f also of January this year when 
Your Excellency were good enough to Hpnre your valuable time for 
me in Delhi and listen to my petition concerning the proposed 
erection of Indo- Japan joint memorial tower in Impha\, in honour 
of the brave fallen soldiers. 

This matter wan also brought out by our Foreign Minister 
Sakurauchi to your Minister of External Affairs H . F . Shri P, N* 

Rao during hi a official visit to this country a few weeks back 
to which the Minister graciously promised to give it a serious * 
consideration- It was televised nationwide justly filling from , 
the very nature of things the hearts of our people with deep emotion. 


* ^ 


It is my firm conviction that the matter above-mentioned 
together with a desirable home-coming of Netaji’s remains to his 
beloved soil not only would prove to be the source of a permanent 
amity and cooperations between our two nations but also of the prayer 
for peace in Asia. 


Such .being the case, T humbly beseech Your Excellency to 
use your good offices towards realisation of the above 2 proposals 
particularly an then** are w inhen of our government and the peopl e . 
Incidentally, Prime Minister Gandhi Lti expected here very soon, I 
am sure the summit conference with our leader will result in cemen- 
ting the friendly relations furthermore. 

« ' * * i 

* 7 * 1 

In conclusion, I beg Your Excellency to accept my* sincere 
wishes for prosperity of India and for your good health. 


I rema i n Your Exce 1 1 ency 1 & 


Sincere 1 y , _ 

£P. 



Lt-Gen . _ Iwn ichi^S jiwara , Rtd . 


t 
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FUJIWARA ASIA RESEARCH INSTITUTE 


' M IToMf K K .i H 2, MiKiihhi NdtiintMshi, 
(■hu<i ku* r<ikytt 103, Japan. 

IVI : UftHffiZ 2m\ 3 


H*E* Shri P. Narashiiflha Rao 
The Minister of External Affairs 
Delhi , India , 

Dear Excellency The Minister Rao, 

I felt it s great honour to receive your kind letter and 
X can’t thank you enough for your kind thought towards me. 

During your visit to this country a few weeks ago, I 
earnestly hoped to pay my respect to you personally but your hard 
schedule regretably denied me of the chance and the honour to be 
in your presence. 

However, I was very pleased to see you in tne Foreign 
Ministers’ conference televised nationwide and to learn that the 
meeting proved to be very friendly and successful one. I also 
le&mt xnat our Foreign Minister Sakurauchi beseecned your kind 
cooperation in connection witn tne proposed erection of Indo-Japan 
joint memorial luwer in Injphal for brave fnj len soldiers iu wnich 
you graciously promised to give it a serious consideration. 

I firmly bemye trial tne matter mentioned above coupled 
with tne matter of hetaji’s remains win eventually prove to be 
the source of permanent amity and cooperations between our two * 
countries . * 

Lucn being the case, 1 humbly oeg ol you to use yuur good 
offices for realization ol me nuuve 2 proposals particularly as 
tnese are tne wishes of our government ana tne people* 

Lastly, you will please accept my sincere wishes and 
prayer Tor your goon uealth. 


TOKYO. July 51. 
REF. 



T remain, four Excellency 1 ^ 


sincerely. 



1 1 t -Gen I w a i c Pu j i w a ra ( R t d 

Chairman 


F.A.R.I, 






M. GAM APATHY 
ATT ACHE (JK) 



Hxmsr, ni, 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
New Delhi-11 


3 




H0*C/551/l^M p 


17th June 1982 



L This is 





Dear Shri Khergamvala, 

Please refer to you 

2. Enclosure to DS(s4')'s letter NOtC/551/13/81-JP 

dated 1st June 1982 which was inadvertently not 
enclosed, is being sent herewith.^ A copy of toe petitia 
addressed to the Foreign Minister by Netajl Subhash 
Chandra Academy in Tokyo. As you may notice, this is 
the same petition which was forwarded by our Ambassador 
. vide his letter NO »TOK/ 551/ 1/81 dated 6th May 1982. 





elex dated 15th June. 



With kind regards, 







Yours 


( M 


GAM APATHY ) 



Shri F. J. Khergamvala, 
First Secretary 
Embassy of India 

ma t 


PETITION 




To: The Hon. Shri P . V . Narashenha Rao 
Minister for External Affairs 
Government of India 


Prom: Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Academy 
Tokyo, Japan 


Subject: Petition for the Return of the Ashes of Late Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose to India. 


Sir, 

Herewith our petition regarding the return of the Ashes o 
Late Subhas Chandra Bose which is at present enshrined in 
Renkoj i Temple, Nakano, Tokyo. 

We shall be much obliged if you could grant us the per- 
mission to send back the Ashes of Late Subhas Chabdra Bose 
to India at your earliest convenience. 

August 18th, 1945 when Netaji Subhas 'Chandra Bose died in 
an air crash at Taipei air port, 37 years have passed since 
then, on September 18th, 1946 the remains and the Ashes of 
Netaji was brought and enshrined in Renkoji Temple, Nakano, 
Tokyo. Then about 10 years after all those who were concerned 
with Netaji gathered and offered prayers on the death anniver- 
sary day the 18th August. 

May, 1956 Netaji's death investigating team headed by 
Mr. Shah Nawaz Khan arrived in Tokyo and again Prime Minister 
of India Late Pandit Nehru visited Renkoji Temple on October 
1957. Since then high interest were taken by various people 
and on January 23rd, 1948 Netaji's Birthday Anniversary Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose- Academy was established headed by Mr. 

Keizo Shibusawa. 


Since 


f ^1/ / 



then this Academy observed Netaji’s birthday party 





on 23rd January and Death Anniversary on 18th August every 
year* 

Thirty years have passed since the first president of the 
Academy and to Mrs, Emori who died 3 years ago and the present 
president Gen. Katakura all have the same intention of return- 
ing back the Ashes of Netaji to India, Especially, this year 
in January 1982 when Gen Ivaiehi Fuji warn visited India he met 




and discussed with your Excellency, and has submitted Aide 
Memo, a copy enclosed herewith. This gave us the opportunity 
of writing this letter, for which we appreciate ycur cooperation. 

Now, the problem is that the members of the Academy who 
respected and honoured Neiaji are getting old, moreover, the 
High Priest of Renkojim who was a great admirer of Hetaji, died 
and his son have taken over the Temple and needs a change over, so 
we request responsibility and for the sake of goodwill and 
friendship we request the Ashes of Netaji should be returned to 
India at the earliest possible moment* 

Hoping that this request should be grened. 


/-s 


lours respectfully 



Tadaahi Katakura 
President 

Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose Academy 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
- (EAST ASIA DIVISION) 



S.S. GILL 

DY. SECRETARY (EA) 


NO<^ f 




J? 


KXf 

New Delhi, June 1, 1982 i 


Dear Mr .Ambassador, 


i*jCt | 

1 

4 s uv**' . 


The Japanese Embassy while calling on the Division 
in connection with other matters, handed over to us a 
petition as received by their Foreign Office from the 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Academy, Tokyo, Japan. A 
copy of the petition pertaining to the return of the 
ashes of late Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose to India is 
enclosed and is self-explanatory. 

J While handing over the petition, Mr. Endo, the 

First Secretary stated that while the Government of 
Japan understood India's position in this regard, 
simultaneously, however, they were sympathetic to 
the views expressed by the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
Academy in Tokyo. 

The above is for your information and we shall pursue 
this further here. 

With kind regards. 


/ 


, « 

/ 


Yours sincerely. 



Shri K.P.S. Menon, 
Ambassador, 

Embassy of India, 
Tokyo . 




Ranjit Sethi, 

Joint Secretary (EA) 


^ L Ministry of External Affair 

N ew pelhj. 

*L 


VI* 


No. C/55J/13/81-JP / 


May 25, 1982 




l 


Y 


/V v 


'> T,- 


Please refer to your letter No. TQK/55 1/1/81 
of May 14 conveying what Mr. A.M. Nair has told you 
about Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's family's attitude 
to the ashes at Renkoji Temple. 

2. In fact our background notes on the subject have 

alluded to the attitude of Subhash Chandra Bose's brother 
to the ashes. This is one of the reasons why it has been 
politically difficult for us to take a decision to get 
the ashes back. Perhaps we did not sufficiently draw 
your attention to this when showing you the papers here 
in Delhi. 




3. Of course we have recommended the return of the 

ashes notwithstanding the objections of the immediate 
family; this is because the ashes have been looked after 
as Netaji's ashes and, thus, we seem to have a sort of 
moral obligation to relieve the Japanese of this responsibility. 
Xf returned we could, of course, ourselves decide what to do 
with them. They could be kept stored until a final decision 
is taken. Two Government appointed Commissions of Inquiry 
(The Shah Nawaz Commission of 1956 and the Khosla Commission 
of 1970) have concluded that the ashes at the Renkoji Temple 
are Netaji's. This, however, has not eliminated the 
controversy. Everything considered I believe that we should 
still be in favour of bringing the ashes back. 


IM'tl 

Yours sincerely, 



(Ranj itJSethi) 


Shri K.P.S. Menon, 
Ambassador of India, 

.iQte 


NO.T0V55W81 


D 

j’rTSS 


^nhri^fVB 9 V 
Da n?9d 4 



?w oh has t vottri 9w 2 1C 
r£ ■- n i 1 s * ■ irid - tad! wort 3 c l . b'1069' 

14-th Way, 1982 n ‘j v 




subject ‘j N.et a.ll^ubha^h Chandra Bose’s Ashes 

We have had much correspondence on this subject 
and I have put forward the suggestion that goverranent should 
receive the ashes without making a commitment that they are 
those of Subhash Chandra Bose. 2 suggested^in order to pre- 
clude the possibility that government “would be criticised If 
the ashes were to disappear altogether. 

2. 2 have now heard from Mr. A.M. Nair that even Netaji 

Subhash Chandra j-iose's fallly does not accept the ashes as 
genuine. Mr, Hair says this is well-known in Delhi, I had not 
known this or, if I had, its significance had escaped me. It 
now seems to me that if the family itself questions the ashes, 
then government has a very strong case for .not accepting 
them back for the present and for refuting criticism should they 
be lost. Thus my recommendation loses much of its strength. 


3- For my information, I would be glad to know whether 
it was in the Ministry's knowledge that the ashes were not 

•jfi?- accepted as genuine by the Bose family, (I am also checking in 

the mission). 1 do not recollect seeing this fact mentioned in 
any of the notes prepared for the Foreign Minister, 

. \ j 1 '• 1 ■' ■ * ' ’ 

4- . Mr. Nair also reminds me that on no occasion has the 

Japanese authorities themselves asked us to accept the ashes. 

They had also refused their cooperation to our Enquiry Commi- 
ssions. Nalr*s explanation Is that this is because the Japanese 

_ Foreign Ministry also has its doubts about the ashes. 

-V 1 * V 

5* Nair states further that once the ashes are received 

the priest can claim a very large sum for looking after them 
hitherto, but on this subject I should think we will not be 
stung because we have been paying regularly to, the temple already, 

6, Incidentally, Mr. Nair is the autfcor of the book 

which has recently appeared, "An Indian Freedom Fighter in Japan", 
It is a fascinating book and shows Nair to have been a man of 
unimpeachable integrity and a great patriot. Unfortunately, 
without knowing his background, one thinks of him only as the 
owner of a restaurant. 



no bd-noD 


Shri itenjit Sethi, 

Joint Secrctary(EA), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 


tfjc ( K.P.S. Me non ) 


PTO 


From 


■P_re-oag; g; 



2 


Sfciier 


Did we know, and do we have anything on 
record, t o show thaj the ashes have not been accepted 
by the Bose family? 



( K*T.S. Menon ) 
AMBASSADOR 


FS( P&I ) 

The first Commission of Inquiry into the disappearance - 
- • of hetaji Subhash' Chandra Bose, commonly known • as Shah Nawaz Khan, 
t Committee, which was set up in 1956, included among $*the*v members, 

Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, elder brother of Netaji.- At the time of 
submitting this report, Shri uresh Chandra Bose submitted a 
dissenting ncfte stating that there had been no plane crash involving 
Netaji.tB death. ie have nr information available with us regarding 
tie’ reaction of other members of .Ne+aji * h family . 

j '■* fr • f ‘J V L- H >V < ’ - L - im ‘ + .t 4 • w * * - ' 04 ... -L • iw qOW *»V j i. i 

2. ■ Though the government accepted the majority report 

by the first commission, but due to pressure it again instituted , r, ^ 
a one-man commission by G.D. Khosla, whose report was submitted / f ytvur ^ 
to the tovrrninent in 197TA. Like the previous commission this one a.^ aCi 
also submitted its report statin -/that ,( the wooden basket lodged O^Jk 

in Renkoji r emple in Tokyo’ contains i Bose’ ashes." The. government 
accepted the findings of this Commission., . We have no information 
as to whether Bo.se V family has accepted this finding or not. 
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SUar^iCT : K£,ta.«jLS ubhash. Chandra dose's Joshes 





Gen. Katakura called cn me again tooay. He 
was accompanied by Mr. Hamada and ftp. Hayashi. 

2* Gen. Katakura handed ever the attached letter 

and petition, addressed to our Foreign Minister, together 
faith an aide merooire, which is also attached. He explained 
that this was being done because Gen. fhjiwara has under- 
stood in his discussions with Foreign Minister that Foreign 
Minister had wanted a letter on the subject. 

3* In making the request that India receives the 

ashes of hetaji Subhasb Chandra Bose, Gen. Ketakura repeated 
the same arguments, emphasising particularly that he and the 
others like him were getting old, that after th sit tine rev- 
erence would not be paid to Iietaji Bose here and, therefore, 
they wanted that the ashes should go to India now, to be 
scattered in the river Gang a in accordance with tradition. „ 

He also said that the present priest of the Renkoji Temple h fH 
-&srs son of the old priest who was devoted to the memory of 
Ngtaji Bose and who had passed away and that the youngfcnan 
dfc’not feel the same reverence. This was another reason 
for India receiving beck the ashes. I need not dilate 
upon thi3 subject further, nor upon the suggestion that I 
have made In earlier correspondence, because you are familiar 
with both. 



Ghri Ran jit Sethi, 

Joint Secretaiy <IiA) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
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NETAj, SUB HAS CHANDRA BOSE ACADERfV 






TOKYO, JAPAN. 


M. MAYAS HI 

3000. NOBORITO, TAMA-KU, 
KAWASAKI-Sfl I r JAPAN. 


Embassey of India 
2-11, Kudan Minami 
2 -Chome ,Chlyoda-Ku,mTokyo 


MAY, ' a 1982 


His Excellency, Mr.K.P,S.t|Ienon 
Ambassador Extraordinary Plenipotentiary 
of Indi a. 


Your Excellency, 

Enclosed herewith copies of letter and a petijon submitted 
to the Ministry of External Affair Shri F.V.Naraslmha Kao of India 
through t Foreign Ministry of Japan regarding the Ashes and remains 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at Henkoji Temple , Tokyo. 

We request your Excellency to support and recommend 

this petition. 

Thanking you in an anticipation. 


We remain, sir 
Yours sincerely, 

T ad as hi K a t akur a 
President, 

Netaji 3. C. Bose Academy 
Tokyo, 



PETITION 


To: The Hon.Shri P.V.Narashenha Rao 

Minister for External Affairs 
Government of India 


. *■ 

From: Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Academy 
Tokyo, Japan 


Subject: 


Petition for the Return of the Ashes of Late Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose to India. 


Sir , 

Herewith our petition regarding the return of the Ashes of 
Late Subhas Chandra Bose which is at present enshrined in 
Renkoji Temple, Nakano, Tokyo. 

We shall be much obliged if you could grant us the per- 
mission to send back the Ashes of Late Subhas Chabdra Bose 
to India at your earliest convenience. 

4 August 18th, 1945 when Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died in 

an air crash at Taipei air port, 37 years have passed since 
then, on September 18th, 1946 the remains and the Ashes of 
Netaji was brought and enshrined in Renkoji Temple, Nakano, 
Tokyo. Then about 10 years after all those who were concerned 
with Netaji gathered and offered prayers on the death anniver- 
sary day the 18th August. 

May, 1956 Netaji' s death investigating team headed by 
Mr. Shah Nawaz Khan arrived in Tokyo and again Prime Minister 
of India Late Pandit Nehru visited Renkoji Temple on October 
1957. Since then high interest were taken by various people 
and on January 23rd, 1948 Netaji ’s Birthday Anniversary Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose- Academy was established headed by Mr. 

Keizo Shibusawa. 


1 




Since then this Academy observed NetajjJs birthday party 
on 23rd January and Death Anniversary on 18th August every 
year. 





Thirty years have passed since the first president of the 
Academy and to Mrs. Emori who died 3 years ago and the present 
president Gen, Katakura all have the same intention of return- 
ing back the Ashes of Netaji to India, Especially, this year 
in January 1982 when Gen Iwaichi Fujiwara visited India he met 
and discussed with your Excellency, and has submitted Aide 
Memo, a copy enclosed herewith. This gave us the opportunity 
of writing this letter, for which we appreciate your cooperation. 

Now, the problem is that the members of the Academy who 
respected and honoured Netaji are getting old, moreover, the 
High Priest of Renkojim who was a great admirer of Netaji, died 
and his son have taken over the Temple and needs a change over, so 
we request responsibility and for the sake of goodwill and 
friendship we request the Ashes of Netaji should be returned to 
India at the earliest possible moment. 

Hoping that this request should be graned. 

Yours respectfully 



Tadashi Katakura 
President 

Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose Academy 





To: His Exellency, Shri -P*V .Narashinha Rao 

The Minister for External Affairs, 

Government of India 

From: Netaji, Subhas Chandra Bose Academy 
Tokyo, Japan 

Subject : The Repatriation of the Ashes of Late Netaji 

Subhas Chandra Bose to India, enshrined in 

Renkoji (Buddist Temple) , Tokyo 

Sir, 

The Remains of the Late Subhas Chandra Bose is at present, as you 
know well, kept enshrined in Renkoji Temple, Nakano, Tokyo* 

We shall be much obliged if you could repatriate the remains of the 
Late Subhas Chandra bo sc to India at your convenience* 

Since August l8th 1945, when Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose passed away 
owing to an air crash at Taipei Air Port, 37 years have passed and September 
l8th 1946 , the remains and the Ashes of Netaji was brought and enshrined in 
Renkoji, Nakano, Tokyo* Thereafter about, 10 years after all those who were 
concerned with Netaji used to gather and offer prayers every year on the death 
anniversary day the August l8th 

In May 1956, Netaji 's fact finding team headed by Gen.Shah Nawaz Khan visited 
Tokyo and further more, Prime Minister of India, the Late Pandit J* Nehru also 

visited Renknji in October 1957- Preceding to that more interest has been 

intesified by various circle of Japanese people and on 23rd January 1948, the 

Netaji 1 s Birthday anniversary, our Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Accademy was 

organised headed by Mr* Keizo Shibusawa* 

Since then this Academy used to observed Netaji's birhtday party on 23rd 

January and Death Anniversary on iBth August every year. 

Thirty years have passed since the first president of the Academy and to 

Emori who died 3 years ago and the present president Gen* Katakura all 

have the same intention of sending back the Ashes of Netaji to India* Especially 

this year in January 1982, when Gen* Iwaichi Fujiwara visited India he met and 

discussed this subject with your Excellency, submitting Aide Memoire, copy of 

which is enclosed herewith. This gave us the opportunity of writting this letter 

for which we appreciate your cooperation. 

Now, the problem is thtt the member of the Academy who respected and 

honoured Netaji are getting old, moreover, the High Priest of Renkoji, who was 

a great admirer of Netaji, died and his son has taken over the Temple and needs 
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a change over, so we f^cl the responsibility and for the sake of goodwill and 
friendship we request you the Ashes of Netaji should be returned to Indie at 
your earliest convenient time. 

Hoping that this request should be drawing your due attention and reaction* 

Yours respecti u I ly f 


TADASHl" KA1 AKURA 

President 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Academ 

Tok yo * 


* 
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Alda, 


General Iwalchi Ri j iwara met Hla Excellency the Minister 
for External Affairs, Uhri P.V, Nar a simha Kao Q t 3,30 P.M, 
on 21at January, 1982, 

General PUJ iwara, at the outset expressed hla heartfelt 

( 7 

gratitude' to His Excellency for giving him time out of his 
very busy schedule. 

The General took the opportunity to express his sincere 
th a nks for the permission given by the Government of India to 
collect the mortal remains of the Japanese soldiers who laid 

t 

their lives In Irnphal & Manipur- This permission was given 
three times and the General also h a d accompontSk/tho delegation 
He wishad to expressed his thanks on behalf of the bereaved 
families as well as the war veterans. 

According to the General's information an official 
communication through the Japanese Ambassador h a s been sent 
to the Government of India proposing the erection of a 
memorial at Imphal • The General would like to use the 
occasion to make a personal request to Hly Excellency about 
the erection of q peace memorial in memory of the soldiers 
who aid laid their live 3 a t Imphal. In hi3 opinion this 

f 

memorial would serve as a mark of respoot not only for the 
Japanese soldiers and the Indian soldiers of the Indian 
National Army but also the Indian soldiers who fought on 

behalf of the British Army, Ho felt that the memorial would 

j 

be a symbol of cooperation and friendship Potween Japan and 
India as well a3 u symbol of Peace, The General mentioned 
that there is a grand memorial in Kohima for the British 
soldiers who fought and fell in this region. The fact th a t 
there is no memorial for Indian soldiers and the Japanese 
soldiers who sacrificed their lives fills him with sadness 
and on th«t count ol 30 he would appeal for the ejection 
of a memorial. 
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The General next referred to the ashes of Uetojl Hubash 
Chandra Bose being kept In a temple In Tokyo, He stated that 
twlc® a year ceremonies are h&ld by the old war veterans who 
cooperated with the Indian National Army and who hold Netaji 
In great respect. He stated that while the decision to bring 
back Netajl* 3 ashes would be left to India and the Japanese 
have no Intention of influencing this decision he would only 
like to convoy that they wore prepared to send Hetaji's ashes 
back to India with duo respect and honour. 

Finally, the General expressed his heartfelt thanks for all 
the kindness and hospitality he has been receiving in India, 

He was moved that he was treated as state guest both in Bombay 
and In Punjab, Ho stated that he has been associated with 
India for the past 40 years and has been doing his mite for 
promotion of better relations between India and Japan, He 
would continue to do so for the rest of his life. 

Once again ho., thanked His Excellency for all the kindness 
he has shown him in listening to his views and wished him a 
long arid healthy life. 
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MESSAGE 


TO 


INDEMBASSY 


VcK 




FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF BA#YA SABHA STAIERS P 
UN STARRED QUESTION AND ANSWER NO- 5MS1 OF 
begins . 



INSTALLATION OF URN STATED CONTAIN ASHES OF NETAJI 

SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 

5165* DR. KRUPASINDHU BHOI: 

Will the Minister of External Affairs 'N^T ^ 

he pleased to states 

(a) whether a controversy lias arisen over the reported 
move to instal the urn stated to be containing the ashes of 
Neteji Subhash Chandra Bose at a memorial to be erected in India; 

(b) if so, the reaction of Government thereto; and 

(c) the action proposed to be taken in the matter? 


ANSWER 

IHELMINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFATR^ 

(SHRI P.V. NARASIMHA RAO) 


Pv ^ - - • K 

iqsTT Wn 


(a) Various opinions have been expressed regarding the urn 
said to contain Netaji's ashes; 

(b) & (c) ; Government have noted the views of all 
concerned with a view to deciding on the most appropriate course 
of action. 
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t < Section Officer 
of 'External / r 


fit? gau : 


aaTe ffap a y?ci cT5;;T : 5 1 $5 


2 5 1902 4 fa, 19CM jml 

? t atg arr St ?fe ? 3c ae fag anh t faR 
gsrs er?g ata t ?faa 


ara-ga.Ti tft f^rrcrfiT 


i 

STSfei f&qT : 5165 


SIC 


$<rr fagq at^ : 


?q T falt?I tfsft qg aHTJt -it ^57 fa : 

Bo 5 mi faa If Seuoft asg ata St srg 
zSt qfiT^ ciTfft I 5fl TRfi if t'HTe? t if tSTfaa gel ?t 

gfaa oT^ai^i Qe ?t*$ fairn zmm st ot i; 

13 B qfa sf, at m ee ee-gT? St ?qi srfaCqT t; 

aife 


B*iB HTflfc if ?qT gifar^r gel rr fame i / 


3cae_j_ 

tft.fao eft o ae ftfg eTa : fa£gr tift : 

S?E fan ga$ if laisft ^ xfag e^ aai^ orrcfr 
m$ art if fafas^i erfaf I san-arsm era qqfa St i§ 

5^5 3ife H i Ee?xe I gsft s^afaqa cqfaaat t 
fafiTet ee ate farnt I fir fa $g fax? tie a at fa? se^a gi^qi^ 
cel t ml if fa fa faqr ax at j 
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FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF LOK SABHA UNSTARRED QUESTION 
AND ANSWER NO 5165 OF 25-3-1982 BEGINS. 

INSTALLATION OF URN STATED CONTAIN ASHES OF NETAJI 
SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 


( 


'V 


■U 


V 1 
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5165. DR KRUPAS I NDHU BHOI- 

WILL THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS BE PLEAXED TO STATE: 

(A) WHETHER A CONTROVERSEY HAS ARISEN OVER THE REPORTED 
MOVE TO INSTAL THE URN STATED TO BE CONTAINING THE ASHES OF 
NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE AT A MEMORIAL TO BE ERECTED IN INDIA 

(B) IF SO, THE REACTION OF GOVERNMENT THERETO, AND 
CC) THE ACTION PROPOSED TO BE TAKEN IN THE MATTER? 

ANSWER 


i 


Ja 


THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CSHRI P V NARAIMHA RAO) 

CA) VARIOUS OPINIONS HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED REGARDING THE URN 
SAID TO CONTAIN NETAJI’S ASHES, 

CB) AND CC) GOVERNMENT HAVE NOTED THE VIEWS OF ALL 

CONCERNED WITH A VIEW TO DECIDING ON THE MOST APPROPRIATE COURSE 
OF ACTION. 

* 

ENDS 

FOREIGN 

COLLS ATLLX-40 MEA/BBG/26 1 735 
INDEMBSY J24S50 
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NEW DELHI 15c 261715 

LTAT 

I lb ASSY TOKYO 

FOLLOWING IS FULL 
r-U J 1 1 ANSWER HU 51G5 OF 25-3-19.G2 BEGINS. - 


I NBTALLAT I ON OF USD STATED CONTAIN ASHES OF OETAJI 
GULHabH CHANDRA LOSE 

l ... DF KH.UP/’iS.IMDMU LHOI- 


INCOMi! 1 r. . 






l.’ i'll THE MINISTER of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS in PLEAXEB TC STATE: 

> 

(A) WHETHER A COWTROVERSEY HAS ARISEN OVER THE REPORTED 
HOVE TO IiJSTAL THE URN STATED TO BE CONTAIN IMG THE ASHES OF 

ME TAJ I SUI5HASM CHANDRA LOSE AT A MEMORIAL TO HE ERECTED Iff INDIA 

(B) IF SU, THE REACTION CF GOVERNMENT THERETO, AfJO 

(C) THE ACTION PROPOSED TO BE TAKEN Id THE HATTER? 

ANSWER > 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CSHNl r V .JAHAIMHA RAO ) 

(„) VA: I OI L OPINIONS have been ex press el regarding the urm 

^ 0, I T.' C- . TAIL t LI TAJ I \ - S K C 3 , 


Co) AND (C) GOVERNMENT . HAVE NOTED THE VIEWS OF ALL 
OUNCE ROLL WITH A VIEW TO DECIDING OH THE MOST APPROPRIATE COURSE 
fjt> ACTION. 


EMUS. 

F ORE, I Oi J 

\ COLLS ATLLX-40 HEA/BOG/261735 

\ ii.DENBSY J24S50 
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FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF LOK SA3HA 
UNBI. '. i.i'Z'j iUEoT'Iu.l i. j gjJWCR i 734 OF OOTil F 1 > 19 j - 

t3i- 3 I i J. j 

OF H-..THJI j’JOUAbjU aIA*j!J;;H .iOSli 


704. SHR I CHIRANJI LAL SHARMA 

WILL THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
BE PLEASED TO STATE * 

(A) WHETHER THE ATTENTION OF THE GOVERNMENT HhS BEEN 
JRZWN TOWARES THE STATEMENT OF SI (HI o C OUSE ELDER BROTHER OF 
NETAJ I SUBHASH 0, HANDER BOSE PUhLIoHEJ IN TRIBUNE OF 14 JANUARY * 
Ij32 U RUING NOT TO PERMIT THE 30 CALLED ASHES OF NETAJI TO BE 
BROUGHT FROM JAPAN AND 



C 3) IF SO# THE REACTION OF THE GOVERNMENT THERETO? 


ANSWER 

\ » SSM . 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 



(SHiU P V JaRASIMKA RAO) 

(A) YES# SIR. 

(3) GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN NOTE OF THE VIEWS EXPRESSED 
,>Y SHU I 5 C BOSE# ELDER BROTHER OF NETAJI SU3IIASH 
CMaNDR'A BOSE# 

(ENDS) 


FOREIGN 
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FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF LOK SAoHA 
UNDEARRED QUESTION AND ANSWER NO 734 OF 25TH FEB 1982 
BEGINS 


ASHES OF NETAJI SUUHASH, CHANCER BOSE 




734, SHRI OH I RAN J I LaL SHARMA 


WILL THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


& 


BE PLEASED TO STATE: 



7^ 


CA) WHETHER THE ATTENTION OF THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN 
ORZVJN TOWARES THE STATEMENT OF SHRI S C BOSE ELDER BROTHER OF 
NETAJI SUBHASH GRANDER BOSE PUBLISHED TRIBUNE OF 14 JANUARY/ 
1932 URGING NOT TO PERMIT THE SO CALLED ASHES OF NETAJI TO JE 
BROUGHT FROM JAPAN AND, 

t t 

S 

(H) IF SO/ THE REACTION OF THE GOVERNMENT THERETO? 

ANSWER 


/ * 


THE ill NT 5 TER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


(SHRI P V NA RASIM HA RAO) 

a 

CA) YES/ SIR. 

( 13 ) GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN NOTE OF ; HE VIEWS EXPRESSED 
BY SHRI S C BOSE> ELDER BROTHER OF NETAJI SUBHASH 
CHANDRA BOSE, 

(ENDS) 

FOREIGN 
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( I AST ASIA DIVISIOH ) 


I bin lttnt frcn Bhrl T. Hut oh, First Secret ai 
In the Japan*** lab a a ay that 0*n*ral Fuji war a call ad on 
Foreign Minister and Hen* Mini at*r In tn* afternoon of 
Thuraday, January 21, 1082. According to Mr Mutoh v th*a* 
■••ting* v*r* arranged by Col* Chill on of the HA* On 
21 at January In the naming. Gone raj Fuji vara o ailed on 
the Japanese Anbaeaador ana Informed bin about hi a naetln« 
with HI and Hen* Minister* The Japanese Ambassador asked 
Mr Mutch to aeeonpany Oen Fajivara to these meetings*. 

Mr Mutch mijg the following information ah out the tvn 
neetlns s i 

2* In his meeting with Foreign Minister, Oen Ifcjlvi 

conveyed his thanks to the Oovenwent of India for parmitl 
ing the Japanese teams to eolleot the aihit of th« Japan*: 
soldiers vbo died during operations In ths. 2nd World War 
In tha north-eaatam region* In this connection, ha 
nantloned about J a penes* request and proposal for eanstrui 
lng a Peace Memorial In honour of the Japanese who died 
In Imptaal* PM replied that v# will look Into this matter 
Thereafter Oen Fujlvara talked about the return of Hetajl' 
ashes to Indie (Mr Mat oh Informed me that In the meeting 
in Japanese Mbasay . earlier in the day, ha va* advised no 
to take a strong stand on this matter)* PH replied that 
ve era grateful to tha Japmaase people far keeping the 
ashes In Japan* Ha said that tha situation In India 1* 
not proper now to aocept the ashas* Thera la at ill a 
group of people In India vho are opposed to this* VK td 
Oen Fujlvara that the ashes may be kept in Japan mad that 
whan the time oases vs will receive the ashes in India vi 
due honour* 

3* In his meeting vith Heme Minister, on the same 

day after hla masting vith Foreign Minister, General 
Fujlvara raised the sane issues vhieh ha took up earlier 
with the VM. Tha Hems Minister listened to all this 
and regarding tha o one t motion of Feaoe Memorial In Inpha 
h# said that he will consult the Ministry of Kxtemal 
Affairs and Prime Minister* 
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Secy(E) nay be Intrested to read the note aboi 

Sd/- Ranjit Sethi 
Jt. Secy(EA) 
23*1*82 


Seen thanks* 


Sd/- R. Sethi 
25 . 1 * 82 . 


Sd/- s. Gonsalves 
24.1.82. 


\> Copy, for information forwarded to Shri K.P.S. 

7 iv " ^ 1 * ' A ' r ’ J * * ^ 


^n\\ j iW4. J. in. vimabiuii 

“v^tenon, Ambassador of India, Tokyo. 


, -!'‘ p cVv ,, J 



fic.D.37VA«B/8l 


2oth December, 1901 


I was silad to 3ee the comprehensive 


note prepared by Attache Gena path! on the 
question of the return of the ashes of Hetaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. 

2* As I see it, the principal difficulty 

in accepting the return of the ashes 
has been the controversy over his death, which 
has assumed political overtones* In seeking a 
decision that they be accepted, therefore, I 
think it would be useful to emphasise the poli- 
tical difficulties that will arise if the ashes 
were to be lost* The possibility of disappearance 
is mentioned in para l5(v) of the note, but I 
think that* it would be just as well to emphasise/ 
whenever discussion of this subject takes place, 7 
the political difficulties which will be 
caused by such disappearance* 



(K.P.s* Menon) 


Shri S.S. Gill, 

Deputy Seeretary(EA), 
Ministry of E*A*, 



H.y Delhi. 


T. 



»wv« Attache (JK) has reviewed 
the question of the ashes of Netajl Sub ash Chandra 
Bose which are in Japan* At Sl.Ko.l is a letter from 
our Ambassador* dated September 17 in which he has 
strongly recommended that we proceed to take a decision 
early. 


2* Further delay 1$ bringing to us embarrassment 

which goes beyond discomfiture to being almost disgrace. 
A Japanese monk* the Rev.Mochlzuke* accepted custody of 
the ashes in 1?4S* He ensured their safety for over 
30 yeare. He died In 1779* his wish that the ashes 
find s permanent resting piece unfulfilled* 


( 

3* Secretary knows the full background* 


4* I think the view should be taken that* whatever 

be the controversy over the d resistances of Netaji'a 
death* it le Incumbent upon Government to accept the 
eehee; and notwithstanding the likelihood that until 
the question of Netajl* s death is finally resolved, the 
eehee will tend to be Ignored and. therefore* find a 
less congenial environment here than in Japan* 

5* 1 am told that other articles that belonged 

to Netajl - sword* treasures* have been returned to 
India in spite of the doubts in some quarters about his 
death* 


6* The moral obligation on us now Is not so much 

to accept that the ashes In Japan are Netajl' s, but to 
accept the return of the ashes to India whether they are 
or not* 


7* Foreign Minister intended to take this up at 

a consultative committee meeting* The matter has* 

unfortunately remained pending* It appears the mein 

difficulty* in spite of the definitive findings of the 

two Commissions* is thr. «*. . _ _ _ , , 

t 5hri Saroar Guha has 



f(Qi \ 
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from presage 
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expressed doubts about the ashes in the Lok Sabha. 
There also seem to have been some doubt in the 
minds of the Immediate family of Natali, However, 
the findings of the Khosla Commission were quite 
clear. 


8 . 


a. Our Ambassador in Jaoan shri K.P.S. ’enon, 
was able to discuss this question with FM when ho was 
recently in Delhi for consultations. The note record- 
ed by the Ambassador on his conversation is below 
(Flag X). FM has suggested the possibility of the 
National Museum receiving the ashes. He means to 
discuss this course of action suitably* 


ifl 


( RanJ it Sethi ) 
Joint secretary (£A) 
2 * 12 . 1)81 


Secretary (East) 
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b. 3. Gill 

Deputy becretary( 3i) 


•irnw, firesft-t? ^ 

OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS > 

New Dhlhi-1 1 , 

31] bM » 


NO :C/551/13/81-J P 


My dear tab ass ad or, 


December 21, 1981 

rkM. 

M (Pi 


We are trying to seek a solution 
for the return of the ashes of Neta;Ji bubhash 
Chandra Bose. Recently we have prepared a 
self-contained Note for the Foreign Minister, 
I enclose herewith a copy of the Note for 
your information and record.,^ 


p-ij^ChArtji Ml vi 

frvoLi 


* 

dT) 


Yours sincerely, 
C b • b » ^ L) 


uhri K#P.ij. Menon 
tab as sad or of India 
TOKYO 



BOig.C/661/13/aW.fl 

a ^jgy»T 

MINISTRY OP EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
C EAST ASIA DI7ISIG8 ) 


Netaji oubhash Chandra Bose died on 18th August, 
1945 in a hospital at Talhcku (Taiwan) • Two days later, 
his body was cremated and his ashes were carried to Tokyo 
in the beginning oS September 1945. The ashes were taken 
to the Eezkojl Temple in Tokyo. Accot*ding to the Priest 
Re*. Hochizuki, this was on 18th September 1945. After 
the funeral ceremony, the ashes were deposited In Renkojl 
Temple and the ashes are still there. 

"News of Bess' s death in an air crash or in 
consequence of injuries received in an air crash on August 
18, 1945 was broadcast on the radio from Tokyo by the 
Domai Agency a few days later, and was then published in 
several newspapers. The news was read by Indians with 
sorrow and a sense of deep bereavement. The post-war 
turmoil In the country with the political and economic 
problems that earns with it, was agitating the Indian mind, 
and Bose's reported death was locked upon as Just one more 
tragic event in an era tfileh had left vast areas in 
Europe and Asia devastated, homes, Institutions and 
factories razed to the ground, six million Jews extermina- 
ted, Hiroshima and Nagasaki ail but annihilated, Hitler' s 
aggressive militarism and Japan's pride in never having 
suffered defeat brought low". 

"It was notfag^^ISfig before doubts began to be 
expressed about the “ruth of the air eradh and about 
Bose's death on August 18, 1946. Many apocryphal accounts 
of his escape and his subsequent activities were narrated. 
The demand for an Enquiry Into the whole matter becase 
more vociferous, and in this demand, Shah Nawaz Khan 
who had been a trusted lieutenant of Boss, and the 
members of the Bose's family. Joined. In April 1956, the 
Government of India appointed a Committee consisting of 
Major General (IRA) Shah Iswas Khan as the Chalxman, and 
Suresh Chandra Bose, elder brother of Netejl, and Shrl 
S* N . Maitra, ICS. as members to enquire into this matter. 

- Khosla Commission" 


The Committee ax on load in ell 67 witnesses in 
India and other concerned placed in East Asia and 
submitted e majority report on 16th July 1956. Shrl 
buresh Chandra Bose gave a dissenting report. The 
recommendations cf the Committee arqfas follows « 

"The Committee ? bus - to the conclusion 

that Retajl Subhash Chandra Bose met his death in an 
air cratfi and that the aihes now at Renkojl Temple, Tokyo, 
are his ashes. Rev. Moehiztfcl and the trustees of the 
Renkojl temple have already kept the ashes for a number 
of years. Their services deserve to be recognised. If 
the ashes axe taken to he genuine, Renkojl temple cannot 
obviously be their final resting place. Retajl Subhadh 
Chandra Bose died ten years ago. It la time that hi a 
ashes were brought to India with due honour, end a 
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memorial erected over them at a suitable place. This we 
recommend for the serious consideration of the Government 
of India. It ma 7 be mentioned In this connection that 
Influential circles In Japan are considering putting up a 
memorial to tfetajl in that country. If Hetajl* s mortal 
remains are honoured, and his Ideals kept alive, then one 
could truly ask "Where Is death's sting, where, grave thy 
victory"? 

£d/-bhah Nawaz Khan 
S. H * Maltra..." 


The Government of India accepted the majority report 
confirming the death of Hetajl on 18th August 1945. Prime 
Minister Nehru in response to a letter from Shrl Sure Ah C. 
Bose (brother of Hetajl) sent the following reply on 13th 
May 1962 s 

"HO *704- flffi/62 dated May 13, 1962 
Dear Sure A Bose, 

1 have your letter of the 12 th Hay. You ask me 
to send you proof of the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose. 1 eannot send you any precise and direct proof. But 
mil the circumstantial evidence that has been produced and 
which has been referred to In the Enquiry Committee's report 
has been convinced us of the fact that Hetajl has died. In 
addition to this, the lapse of time now and the extreme 
improbability of his being alive secretly somewhere when 
he would he welcomed In India with great joy and affection, 
adds to that circumstantial evidence. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd/ -J A T WAH AKL AL HSHRU....* 

The lapse of time mentioned In that letter has now 
been lengthened by another 19 years. 

However the controversy regarding "Bose's 
disappearance or more accurately non-appearance* continued. 
Dissatisfaction about the procedure adopted by the Committee 
and the correctness of Its findings was frequently 
expressed In public. Even the bcnsfldes of Shri ah ah Nawaz 
Khan and Shri Maltra were questioned. The Committee was 
criticised for not paying a visit to Taiwan to Inspect the 
site of the alleged crash. Itumours of Bose having been seen 
alive cnee again became rife. A petition signed by more 
than 360 Members of Farllsent was presented to the President 
of India In which a demand for a properly conducted judicial 
Inquiry Into the matter was made. A similar demand was 
placed before the Prime Minister. Cabinet accepted this 
snd t ok s decision to appoint a Commission of Inquiry. The 
One-Man Commission of Inquiry consisting of Justice 0. D. 
Khosla was appointed on 11th July 1970. 

The Commission examined 224 witnesses and a large 
number of a documents, letters, newspaper reports, books 
and mamoranda. The Commission visited all placed In Asia 
connected with the subject of Inquiry and also Taiwan (which 
was not visited by Shah Nawaz Khan Committee) Justice Khosla 
concluded that Hetajl died an 18th August, 1945, two days 
later his body was cremated and his ashes were carried to 




Tokyo la the beginning of September 1945 where they were 
deposited In the Renkojl Tan pie- He stated that “free 
the evidence discussed above, 1 am convinced beyond all 
reasonable doubts that the wooden casket lodged In the 
Renkojl Temple at Tokyo contains Bose's ariies and these 
arises were placed in the boot at Taipei after the ere* at Ion 
of his dead body** Government accepted the findings of 
this Commission. 

Among other observations of Xhosla Commission, 
following Is of special Interest t 


"Another argnement advanced Is that through 
Mr Nehru was unwilling for sometime to order an inquiry 
Into Bose 1 s disappearance, he was finally prevailed upon 
to appoint a Committee, when the Committee submitted Its 
report, the Government accepted It and Mr Nehru in his 
subsequent replies to questions, asked In Parliament, said 
that there was no further need to order e second Inquiry. 
Mr Nehru' a decision to appoint the first Committee has 
been Interpreted as arising from a doubt entertained by 
him regarding the truth of the crarii story. For the seme 
reason when Mrs Gandhi agreed to the apoolntment of the 
present Commission, her concession to the demand of a 
large number of Members of Parliament was construed es a 
doubt In her own mind regarding the truth of the crash 
story. Neither the order of Mr Nehru nor the decision of 
Mrs Gandhi to direct an enquiry Into the disappearance of 
bubharii Chandra Bose was the c cnsequence of a personal 
doubt or disbelief In their minds; but, In any event, 
any number of doubts, any measure of disbelief cannot add 
upto anything. Tha value of such doubt Is sero and the 
sis total of several zeroes Is no more than sero t 


The ariies of Hetajl which reached Japan were taken 
to the Renkoji Temple on 18th September 1945 for the 
funeral ceremony. According to Rev. Mochlzukl after the 
funeral ceremony. It Is Quaternary for the people to take 
away the ariies, but in this case he was asked by Mr 
Ramamurthl, Mrs Ssbay and a Japanese staff officer to 
keep the ariies In a befitting manner es they belonged to a 
great man, Netajl Subhash Chandra Bose. He agreed to do 
so till such time as they could be delivered to the proper 
authorities. Rev. Mochlzukl since taking over the ariies 
waited for 34 years to hand over It to India and died In 
y\June 1979. His son has now taken over the temple and 
ashes. _ 



Since 1945, Rev. Mochlzukl, Netajl Subhaah Chandra 
Acadamy In Japan (consisting of associates and admirers 
of Netajl In Japsn) and the Government of Japan have been 
trying regularly for sending the arises to India. They all 
showed genuine understanding to the controversy that was 
raging in India over the issue and did not push the matter 
of sending the arises to India to the extreme point. At 
the smae time, they did not hide their feelings of dis- 
appp&ntment over the delay. Rev. Mochlzukl expressed his 
feelings of frustration that Indian Government Is 'lndiffer-s 
-ent* towards a national hero who fought for India's V 

Independence, as they are reluctant to take the remains 


4 - 


*sg m 


back to India for duo honour. 

The Government of Japan free the beginning <f the 
episode has played an important though quiet role In keeping 
the ashes In Japan. The Foreign Minister ctf Japan visited 
the Renkojl Temple In 1955 and asked the Priest to keep 
the ashes carefully. The Government of Jap«i hot also seen 
to It that the return of ashes was not taken to the point 
of embarr a saiient to loll a. 

Rev. Kochi zuki In the beginning kept the urn 
containing the ashes In the main hall of Renkojl Tse pie sod 
later built a small shrine adjacent to the main hall, of 
the temple specially to preserve the ashes of Hetajl. And 
on August 18, egery year, he used to arrange e special 
memorial service In honour of Ketajl. Prime Minister 
Nehru. President Rajendra Prasad and Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi who visited Japan have all gaoe to the Renkojl 
Temple. *e are making annual financial contributions to 
Renkojl Temple for the preservation of Hetajl' s ashes. 


Bringing ths aAes to India has been considered ih 
the past and the decision has been postponed. However , . 1 
the matter may be reconsidered and a final decision taken 

for the following reasons now t 

* 

I) Rev. Moohlxukl has played a vary Important rale 
in the preservation of iAe« In his temple. He Is ths cna 
who accepted the a Ass on 18th oeptembsr 1945 for safa 
custody and has sealously guarded It. In his words "In 

the beginning. I wes very much concerned to see how they Ass 
thould bs kept properly. I wes afraid of ths possibility 
that someone eight take sway the ashes of such s great man 
without my knowledge while they were kept In the main hall 
of my temple* do I wrapped the aAes in the container In 
a piece of cloth and used to conceal them In the left of 
my own room vhenver X had to go out. But they could hardly 
be kept that way all the time. 1 wes so worried about 
keeping the aAes In ny temple that I wes apt to bs mwAsnsd 
by any little rattling noise at night." 

Rev. Hoohlsukl died an 20 th June 1979. His passing 
sfqr has removed e dedicated soul which had kept s constant j 
vet A over the aAes for 34 years. The aAes In Japan wHl\ N 
not get the dedicated attention which Rev. Moohlaukl 
bestowed upon It till 1979. The aAee have been orphaned fe 
with the death of Rev. Mochlxukl. 

II) After the death of Rev. Hoohlsukl, his son has 

taken over the Temple es Chief t Priest. Ha has taken over 
the temple and alongvlth it the aAes of Metajl. For him, 
the aAes are one of the material things that he has / 

inherited. It is net a sacred thing which he has received^ 
directly for safe custody as In ths ease ef his father. s 
Ths aAss cannot expect to receive his dsdlcatsd attention. t 
The possibility of his treating the aAes on a liability 
from tha balance A«€t he Inherited fren hie father cannot 
be ruled out. 
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Ill) Netajl Subhadi Academy In Japan ccnslsts of 
Japanese nationals who ware associated with Retail and his 
admirers. Alongvlth Rev.Mochlzuki, the Aeadanj members 
have reverred the ashes and have been active In the 
preservation of than In Japan. Recently, General Katafcura, 
(84 years) and Hr Hayadii (70 years) net our Massador 
In Tokyo and emphasised the f act that they are seed now 
and they are afraid that once they die, there will be no 
one to look after the ashes carefully. As they have rightly 
emphasised after sometime the Retail Subhash Academy In 
Japan may go the way of late Bav. Mochisidd and there aqr 
not be any Japanese national left In Japan who realise 
the existence of the tdtes In Japan and respect It. 

lv) In the Japanese culture, feelings towards dead 
are special fend the fcfeee 4m> Japanese tradition calls for 
the dead to be returned at any cost for burial at home. 

After the war, Japanese Government has sant delegations to 
all tha placed where the Japanese soldiers died during the 
second World War oparstlons to collect the aahes and bring 
them to Japan for proper funeral ceremony and for permanent 
resting. Japanese groups have cone to Xm|bal also for this 
purpose. Tha adies of Gen. Tojo, wartime Prime Minister 
of Japan was hurled secretly after he was hanged for his 
war crimes. After a lapae of more than 30 years, the aWhes 
were shifted to Tasukunl Shrine, national monument where 
mWhes cf the Japanese Who died in the wars are kept and 
venerated. 

When the adies of Retail were taken to Renkojl 
temple on 18th September 1946, It was for the funeral 
ceremony. According to late Rev. M octal zukl after the 
funeral ceremony. It Is customary far the people to take 
away the aahes hut In this ease he was asked by Dr Ramaamrthl 
Mrs Satasy and a Japanese Staff Officer to take the adwi 
and keep them in a befitting manner and he agreed to do 
so till such time as they could be delivered to the proper 
authorities. From that day, he waited In vain upto 1979 
for acme one to go and collaot the adtms. He implored upon 
the concerned people to take away the aahes, but did not 
get any favourable response and later became hitter over 
this. In addition to nls personal feelings of bitterness, , 
he Is reported to have stated that Indian Government Is 
* Indifferent* towards a mtlonal hero Who fought for 
India's independence as they Are reluctant to take the 
remains back to India for due honour. Due to this, we have 
reoelved adverse publicity in Japan. Given the Japanese 
deep respect and veneration for the aortal remains of 
the dead, it Is understandable that It looks odd to then 
for a foreign country hestltatlng to taka tha aahes of a 
national hero. Continued existence of aahes In Benkojl 
temple Is a source of adverse comment and publicity for 
India In Japan. 

v) Our Ambassador In Tokyo, In a recent letter, has - 
mentioned the prospect of disappearance of aahes In the long 
run due to neglect. The fear expressed by Ambassador la not 
hypothetical; an Incident according to late Rev.Mochlxukl, 
has actually happened. According to him, "and I was 
advised by the Indian Embassy authorities that I diould 
contact them Immediately If there warn anyone Who embarassed 
me about the a dies. And, In fact, there warn such tea attempt 
for Instance, Idle wife or Mr Sahay came to my temple to ask * 
for tha adies which aha maid aha would like to take to India. 
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ohe rather defended then of me* But sing© I had been warned 
in advance, I said to her "I csnnot with your request 

because the ashes do not belong to me. 1 cannot give you 
even a single piece of than* . Thus, I flatly refused her 
demand.” 

Fortunately an incident like this has not happened 
since then, nevertheless there is no guarantee that such 
Incidents nay not happen in the future* If such an attempt 
is nade In future, Rev. Mochizukl Who used to worry shout 
it even In his sleep, is not in Renkojl Ten pie protecting it* 
Crimes are getting sophisticated* There was that notorious 
theft of Charlie Chaplins* 3 body for ransom money* Reakojl 
Temple where the ashes are kept la a wall public temple 
and the fact of the ashes being there Is not a secret* 

vl) Articles that belonged to Retail like Sword, 
treasures etc* have been ceremoniously received In India 
In spit a of the doubts in sae quarters about his death* 

Beskojl Temple In Tokyo cannot he the final resting 
place for the ashes of Retail* That temple and late Rev* 
Mochizukl have already done a great service to us by 
preeervlig and venerating the ashes for the past 36 years* 
Recant developments explain d above Illustrate that 
circumstances and people which ensured the safety of the 
ashes till now In Japan are disappearing* Whatever ba the 
controversy over the circumstances of Retail* s death, It 
Is incumbent upon Government to accept the arfies and 
notwithstanding the likelihood that until the question of 
Retail's death Is finally resolved, the a dies will tend to 
be Ignored and therefore find a less congenial environment 
\ here than in Japan, The moral obligation on us now is not 
1 so much to accept that the ashes In Japan a re Retail's, 

1 but to accept the return of the adbes to India Whether they 
1 are or not* 

Recently our Inbass ad or in Tokyo had an opportunity 
of discussing this matter with Foreign Minister. The 
possibility of accepting and preserving the ashes in the 
Rational Museum without s commitment on the part of the 
Government that they accepted the ashes as those of Retail 
was considered by Foreign Minister* 






